REGULATIONS
on the Procedur e of Filing and Examination of a Patent
Application and of Grant of a Patent

CHAPTER |
General Provisions

1. The Regulations on the Procedure of Filing and Eration of a Patent
Application and of Grant of a Patent (hereinaf@dted “the Regulations™)
establishes the conditions for filing of a patgoplecation or a short-term
patent application (hereinafter “application”), thay of completing the
application form, the norms applied to the documéntoe enclosed in the
application, the norms for examination of the aggtion, the conditions for
grant of patents for invention, the data for puddiien in the Official Bulletin
of Industrial Property (hereinafter called “BOPIthe procedure of grant of a
supplementary protection certificate, the procedorextension of the term
of a short-term patent, the filing of internatiomald Eurasian patent
applications with the State Agency on Intellecteedperty of the Republic of
Moldova (hereinafter called “the Agency”) as reaegvOffice, the
examination of oppositions or observations by tipadties, as well as the
norms concerning the activities related to the aboamed procedures, such
as conversion of application, representation, esftgymendments, extension
of time limits, and re-establishment of rights.

2. Subject-matter of a patent application may be itiges in all fields of
technology bearing a technical character and repteg a solution of a
technical problem made by technical means.

3. Inventions may have as subject-matter:

a) a product — apparatuses, substances, strains miaorganisms, plant or
animal cell cultures, pharmaceutical and phytoplaaeutical products;

b) a process — an activity having as a result manufadr modification of a
product (technological processes, computerizedgssEs, genetic or
biological processes etc.);

c) a method — an activity having a result of quaiM&atmature (measurement,
analysis, regulation, control, computerized methattgprithm/program-
process combinations);

d) the use of a product, process or method — usedahetth a certain
destination, provided that it would not obviousdgult from the known
properties of the applied product, process or neetho

4. The use of a substance for pharmaceutical purpbstisbe deemed to be a
medical use of such substance. In that case, usleddirst time of an earlier
known substance (natural or synthesized) shaleleengd as the first medical
use of such substance.



5. The second or subsequent use of an earlier knolastace as a medicament
(natural or synthesized) for other purposes and amiother result shall be
deemed as the second medical use of such substance.

6. Subject-matter of an application for a biotechnadabinvention may be:

a) a product consisting of or containing biologicalteral, or
b) a process by means of which biological materigrtsluced, processed or
used.

7. Biological material means any material containiegefic information and
capable of reproducing itself or being reproduced biological system.

8. Microbiological process means any process involangerformed upon or
resulting in microbiological material.

9. A process for the production of plants or animalessentially biological if it
consists entirely of natural phenomena such asio@®r selection.

CHAPTER I
PATENT APPLICATION

Section 1

Filing of a Patent Application

10. A patent application shall be filed by the naturallegal persons, entitled
under Article 14 of the Law No. 50-XVI of March Z008, on the Protection
of Inventions (Official Gazette of the Republic Mbldova, 2008, No. 117-
119, Art. 455) (hereinafter “the Law”), directly dhrough an appointed
representative:

a) directly with the AGEPI on working days, according the working
timetable of AGEPI (in that case, the person filthg application shall
present an identity card);

b) by registered mail;
C) by facsimile;

d) by e-mail;
e) in electronic form on diskette, CD or DVD (hereitaf “electronic
carrier”).
11. In the case of applications containing nucleotid@/ar amino acid

sequences, an electronic carrier containing thelicgbion materials
(description, claims, drawings, tables, nucleoadd/or amino acid sequence
listing) shall be annexed to the application filed paper carrier. The
materials filed on electronic carrier shall be igad to those filed on paper
carrier.



The applicant shall, together with the electroraaier, submit a statement in
writing that the information recorded on the enebbsarrier is identical to
the information filed on paper.

The electronic carrier shall contain informatiorigating the name of the
applicant, the title of the invention, the date which copying has been
made, the operational system and the text editanésns of which the file
has been created.

12. In the event of cases referred to in letter clamt) e) of paragraph 10 of the
present Regulations, the entry date of the pateplication or of any other
communications shall be the date on which AGEP¢ixess the facsimile, the
e-mail or the electronic carrier, if AGEPI receiyegthin one month from
the date of receipt of the facsimile or the e-méile original of the
application or communication by post or by dirabhd with the AGEPI. If
AGEPI receives the original of the application @menunication after the
expiry of the established time limit or the documesteived by one of the
means referred to in letter c), d) and e) of paplgrl0 of the present
Regulations is not identical to the submitted ordgy the entry date of the
application or of any other communications shall demed the date of
receipt of the original thereof. Prior to the subsion of the original, the
application documents filed by one of the meansrretl to in letter c), d)
and e) of paragraph 10 of the present Regulatioal Ise deemed not to have
been filed.

13. Where an application document or a part theremfeived by one of the
means referred to in letter c), d) and e) of paplgrl0 of the present
Regulations, is not legible or a part of the docaime missing, the date of
entry of the document or of the part thereof shalthe date of receipt of the
original.

14. AGEPI shall mark the application documents witk thate of receipt and
shall acknowledge the receipt of the documentshatll notify the applicant
of the receipt of the application or of the docuisahereof and of the entry
number and date of receipt of the application, ak as the type and number
of documents. One copy of the application completed these data shall be
returned to the applicant.

Section 2
Representation

15. Representation of natural and legal persons havimegr residence or
principle place of business in the Republic of Muld may be undertaken by
a patent attorney, an employee thereof or a comrapresentative of the
applicants, designated in the application form rorai written agreement
concluded between the applicants.



16. A power of attorney confirming the authorizatioofSthe patent attorney/
representative and signed by the applicant shadittaehed to the application
filed by a patent attorney/representative.

17. The power of attorney may be filed at the sames tam the application or
within 2 months from the filing date of the apptioa.

18. In the case of national applicants, the powerttiriaey may be filed at the
same time as any application document filed with AGEPI or within two
months from the date of filing with the AGEPI ofcbudocument.

19. The power of attorney shall be able to refer te on more applications or
patents, or to all existing or future applicati@ngatents of the issuer. In that
case, a separate copy of the power of attorney beistubmitted for each
application or patent to which the power of attgrrefer.

20. The power of attorney may limit the right to acft the patent
attorney/representative to certain acts.

21. Any act requested through a patent attorney/reptaive concerning the
withdrawal of an application or the surrender ofagplication or a patent
shall only be made on the basis of a special mentidicating deliberately
the right to withdrawal or surrender.

22. The power of attorney for the representation afatural or legal person
having the residence outside the Republic of Maddmay be issued to the
patent attorney directly registered with the AGH®I said person or its
authorized representative having the corresponpawger of attorney issued
by the applicant. In the last case, both powerttoiney shall be annexed to
the application.

23. A power of attorney must meet the following corudis:
a) it shall be issued to cover one or more patentiegipdns or patents;
b) it shall contain the date of issue;

c) it shall establish the Ilimits of the authorizatiord the patent
attorney/representative;

d) it shall be signed by the issuer.

24. Where the issued power of attorney is issued enname of more than one
patent attorney/representative and a certain paitoitney/representative is
not appointed for correspondence before AGEPhallde addressed to the
patent attorney/representative who first filed thpplication or other
procedural document, and if such fact is not pdssithe correspondence
shall be addressed to anyone of them.

25. If the patent application is transferred to mdmant one person, and such
persons have not appointed a common representalideP| shall invite the
persons concerned to appoint within two monthsmangon representative.



Section 3
Signatur e of Documents and Confidential Nature of the Application

26. The description of the invention, the claims, adlwas any communication
shall be filed with the AGEPI bearing the privaignature of the applicant or
representative appointed.

27. The signatures affixed on documents shall be detdyy the indication of
the first name and surname of the signatory perHotine documents are
signed by an official, the function of the signgtcais well as the full official
name of the unity shall be indicated.

28. If there is more than one applicant, the applicashall be signed by each of
them. Any communication relating to the applicatimay be signed by a
common representative and, where the latter is apgointed, by the
applicant first named in the request.

29. The documents or communications filed with the ARGk electronic form
or by electronic means of communication shall bentkd to be signed if the
signature on the received document or communicatibiesult in a graphic
representation or if a digital signature will beeds

30. The data contained in the patent application df@ltonfidential as from the
date of entry into the AGEPI up to the publicatibiereof, their disclosure
without the consent of the inventor or his successditle being prohibited,
irrespective of the way in which the persons hasguainted themselves with
them and of the quality of these persons.

31. Persons guilty for the disclosure of the inventignto the publication of the
application shall bear responsibility in accordangéh the legislation in
force.

Section 4
The Patent Application

32. The request for grant of a patent shall be filedhree copies on a form
drawn up according to Section 6 of the present &nap

33. The description, the claims, the abstract, thevishgs and other graphic
materials shall be filed in three copies, of whighleast two copies of
drawings or other required graphic materials sbalfiled in the original. The
description, the claims and the abstract shall deamsited on a typed or
printed form. The description, the claims, the edzdt the drawings and other
materials submitted in a language other than tae sine, shall be filed in
two copies.

34. AGEPI may require that certain proof relating tty application document
be furnished, indicating the grounds on the bafsighoch there is reasonable
doubt as to the veracity of any indication presernhat document.



35. The product realized according to the inventitre mockups and projects
for the execution of the invention, and other samiglements cannot be filed
with AGEPI as part of filing of the patent appliicet.

Section 5
Minimum Requirementsfor the Registration of the Application

36. A text which outwardly resembles a description tbé invention or a
technical drawing accompanied by its descriptiohiclv discloses the
subject-matter of the invention, may be filed akeacription of the invention,
under Article 34 (1)c) of the Law.

37. At the same time as he furnishes the elementsateti in Article 34,
paragraph (1), of the Law, the foreign applicardlishppoint in accordance
with Article 86, paragraph (2), the patent attorneythe Republic of
Moldova through which AGEPI will contact the apjglind.

38. Where the patent application does not meet one emeral of the
requirements referred to in Article 34, paragrad), (@nd Article 32,
paragraph (2), of the Law, AGEPI shall notify sdaht to the applicant and
shall give him the opportunity to meet the relevaguirements within three
months as from the dispatch of the notification.tHé applicant fails to
furnish the required information or to meet theuiegments referred to in
Article 34, paragraph (1), and Article 32, paradgrgR), of the Law, the
application shall be deemed not to have been filed such fact shall be
notified to the applicant.

39. Where AGEPI at the time of establishing the filo@te reveals that a part of
the description or a drawing referred to in thecdpson appear to be
missing, it shall notify such fact to the applicamd shall allow him for
response a period of three months of the dispdttremotification.

40. If missing part of the description or missing dimagvin an application
claiming priority in respect of an earlier applioat is furnished within the
time limit referred to in Rule 39 of the presentgRkations, the filing date
shall be established, upon the applicant’s reqoesthe date of receipt by the
AGEPI of the documents referred to in Article 3dragraph (1), of the Law,
subject to the compliance with the following regunents:

a) the request of the applicant has been filed wittERGat the same time as
the application materials, under Article 34, paagir (1), of the Law, or
within three months from the date of dispatch & twotification referred
to in Rule 39 of the present Regulations;

b) the copy of the earlier application, certified iletmanner established by
the office with which that application was filedghbeen furnished within
sixteen months from the filing date of the eardipplication or within four
months from the date of dispatch of the AGEPI ine#tfon of the need for



furnishing such copy, depending on the fact whielngime limit expires
earlier;

c) the missing part of the description or the misslreyving furnished by the
applicant was completely contained in the earlpgliaation;

d) the translation of the earlier application, if iasvmade in a language other
than the state one, has been furnished by thecapplvithin three months
from the date of dispatch of the AGEPI notificatioh the need for
furnishing such translation.

41. The description, as a necessary element of thikcappn under Article 34,
paragraph (1), of the Law for the purpose of esdhlrg the filing date, may
be replaced with a reference, made in the apphicaorm at the time of
filing thereof, to an earlier application of thepsipant or his successor in
title. The applicant shall indicate in the reference tat,the purpose of
establishing the filing date, the description angl drawing is replaced with
such reference to the earlier application; he sdiadl indicate the number and
filing date of that application and the office wikthich it was filed.

42. Where the application is considered as not to Iees filed, the application
documents shall be returned to the applicant, t&&Rl keeping a control
copy. The control copy shall be kept as confidéstial may be consulted by
the applicant or the parties concerned at the staiehe court.

Section 6
The Application Form

43. The request for grant of a patent shall be filed am application form
approved by the AGEPI, including the headings iajgtio:

a) the required title of protection;

b) information identifying the applicant(s);

c) information identifying the inventor(s);

d) information identifying the patent attorney/represgive;

e) the indication of the address for correspondersé@case may be;

f) indications, in accordance with Article 33, pargra7), of the Law,
concerning the origin of the right to patent;

g) the title of the invention;

h) the indexes of international classification of thebject-matter of the
invention;

I)information concerning the priority claimed;
])a reference to a previously filed application;



K)

a reference to the initial application from whitle tapplication resulted by
division;

l)information concerning the afferent documents filed

m) the signature of the applicant(s) or the repres®etappointed by him.

44. The request for entry into the national phaseafointernational application
filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty, adopte@ashington on June
19, 1970 (hereinafter “PCT"), to which the RepuldfdMoldova has adhered
by the Parliament Decree No. 1624-XIl of October X3 (Official Gazette
of the Parliament of the Republic of Moldova, 198®. 11, Art. 345), shall
be filed on a form approved by the AGEPI, indicgtexplicitly the type of
the required title of protection — patent for intten or short-term patent for
invention.

45. The application form shall be clearly and legildgmpleted in the state
language by typewriting, printing or hand writing, all columns indicated
for the applicant.

46. Upon completion of the application form, the faliag shall be taken into
account:

a)

b)

d)

the applicant shall indicate his name, address ddficial name of the
country, of which citizen he is, or in the casestdteless persons — the
country in which his residence is located, anchm dbsence thereof — the
country in which his industrial or commercial eptese is located. The
official name and, possibly, the currently usedrabiation, as well as the
address and official name of the country of origimall be mentioned for
the legal persons. The telephone or facsimile nusnlwe any other
possible means of communication, such as the eaddress, may also be
mentioned. If there is more than one applicanthgiata are indicated for
each of them;

if the applicant has appointed a representative, fame and postal
address shall be indicated. The number of registravith the AGEPI
shall also be indicated for the patent attorney® tElephone or facsimile
numbers or any other possible means of communicasoch as the e-
mail address, may also be mentioned,;

the applicant shall indicate the address for cpordence. In the absence
thereof, the address of the applicant or his remtasive shall be
considered as the address for correspondenceg @siske may be. If there
IS more than one applicant and the request fortgrhia patent does not
name a representative, AGEPI shall correspond thi¢happlicant first
named in the application;

where appropriate, the applicant shall claim thergy of an earlier
application under Article 39 of the Law, indicatitige date and number of
the earlier application and the country in or fohieh the earlier



application was filed. The applicant desiring thetadvantage of the right
of exhibition priority shall claim the exhibitionriprity under Article 40,
paragraph (5), of the Law, indicating the name pliade of the exhibition
and the date of firgiresentation of the invention. If the priority isimed
on the basis of several earlier filed applicationseveral exhibitions, the
corresponding data for each earlier applicatioexibition apart shall be
indicated;

e) where appropriate, the applicant shall indicate diaga relating to the
application from which it is divided,

f) the application shall contain the signature of #yaplicant, clearly
indicating the family name and given names, as wsllthe date of
signature. If the applicant is a legal person,application shall be signed
by the manager thereof, indicating his family naané given names, the
date of signature. If there is more than one appticthe application shall
be signed by all of them. If filed through a remmsitive, the application
may be signed by the representative. The applicatimall contain the
signatures of all inventors declared by the appticln the case of filing
of certain data on additional sheets, each shedltlsh signed in the same
manner;

g) the application shall be free from erasures, ditarg, overwritings or
interlineations. In case of their existence, theeiaded places shall be
signed in accordance with letter f) of the prestm.

47. If the application is not signed, a copy of theplayation form shall be
returned by AGEPI to the applicant in order thatshall within two months
return it signed, otherwise the application shalbdeemed to be withdrawn.

Section 7
Disclosure of the I nvention

48. The invention is considered to meet the requirdsenst Article 36,
paragraph (1), of the Law, if it is disclosed inmanner sufficiently clear,
complete and correct from the technical-scienpinent of view for it to be,
on the basis of the information the applicationtaors at the filing date,
carried out and used by a person skilled in theaartclaimed, without any
additional inventive step. The applicant shall siyebe best way of carrying
out the invention known to the inventor at thenfilidate or, where priority
has been claimed, at the priority date.

49. If the invention concerns reproducible biologiaakaterial which is not
available to the public and which cannot be desdibn the patent
application in such a manner as to enable the tioreto be carried out by a
person skilled in the art, the patent applicatiballscontain an attestation
certifying the deposit of that biological mateneth the National Collection



of Nonpathogenic Microorganisms, the Regulationgvbich is approved by
the Government Decision No. 56 of January 26, 2Q04ficial Gazette of
the Republic of Moldova, 2004, No. 22-25, Art. 18%)with a depositary
institution having the status of international deifary authority.

50. The availability of deposited biological materitall be effected by the
issue of a sample of the biological material:

1) prior to the publication of the patent application:

a) at the request of the AGEPI, if such sample is semg for the patenting
procedure or if the patent application is in ayation before AGEPI;

b) to the applicant, upon his request;
C) to any authority or any natural or legal persorarzed by the applicant;

d) to any person having the right to inspect the filegler Article 96,
paragraph (2), of the Law;

2) between the publication of the application andgtrent of the patent — to any
requester or, at the request of the applicant y tondn independent expert;

3) after the grant of the patent even in the caseewbaation or cancellation
thereof, to any requester.

51. The sample shall be available only if the requedtas undertaken
throughout the existence of a patent applicatioa walid patent:

a) not to make the sample or any biological materiveed therefrom
available to any third party;

b) not to use that sample or any biological materaiwed therefrom for
experimental purposes only, unless the applicantofopatent owner
expressly waives such an undertaking.

52. Where the patent application is refused or witharathe availability of
deposited biological material may be limited upequest to an independent
expert for a period of 20 years from the filingaaf the patent application.
In such a case, the provisions of Rule 51 of thesgmt Regulations shall

apply.

53. The requests of the applicant referred to in Ri@leparagraph 1), letter b),
and in Rule 52 of the present Regulations shally dm filed before
completion of the technical preparations for pudimn of the patent
application.

54. If biological material deposited ceases to belak& from the recognized
depositary institution, a new deposit of that matas necessary to be made
in accordance with the requirements establishedrbgle 4 of the Budapest
Treaty on the International Recognition of the Dspof Microorganisms for
the Purposes of Patent Procedure, to which the biiepof Moldova has
adhered by the Decree of the President of the HiepofoMoldova No. 229
of December 30, 1993. The document confirming tlesv rdeposit of



biological material shall be forwarded to AGEPI hiit four months of the
date of the new deposit. Any new deposit shall beompanied by a
statement signed by the depositor certifying tha¢ nhewly deposited
biological material is the same as the originaypdsited.

Section 8
Title of the I nvention

55. The title of the invention shall clearly, concisednd exactly state the
technical designation of the invention, characeeriis destination and
coincide with the essence of the invention. THe titay not exactly coincide
with the generic term in the claims. The terms psoCess”, “device”,
“apparatus” etc. cannot be used separately witladitating the concrete
destination or other essential features of thenadi object. The title shall be
informative for further searches, using the keywgord

56. The title of the invention shall be exposed inghmgular. Exception make:

a) titles formed of terms which have no singular nunf®users, spectacles
etc.);

b) titles relating to chemical compounds which aret pafr the general
structure of a claim.

57. The word “patent”, personal names, including tleana of the inventor
(except for names with generally accepted termgiold meaning), names
derived from personal names, fancy names, trademapipellations of origin
of goods or trade names, technological markingmmder abbreviations such
as “etc.” which do not serve to identify the inventshall not be used in the
title of the invention.

58. If the invention concerns an individual compounide name thereof in
accordance with one of the chemical nomenclatungefdrably the
international nomenclature IUPAC) shall be includedthe title of the
invention, including also a reference to the cotecmame thereof, and for
biologically active compounds — the kind of biolcai activity.

59. The title of the invention concerning a process tlie production of a
product, the latter being a mixture with unideetfi composition, shall
include the indication of the destination or theeafic biologically active
features of that product.

60. The title of the invention concerning the strafraamicroorganism or a plant
and animal cell culture shall include the Latin maaof the biological species
and genus of the subject-matter, where approptia@ename of the author(s)
of the species and the indication of destinatiothefstrain.

61. The title of a group of inventions concerning gadbjmatters, of which one is
meant for the obtaining (production), realization application of another



one, shall contain the complete title of one of itheentions and the shorter
title of another one.

62. The title of a group of inventions concerning gadbjmatters, of which one is
meant for the application into another one, shatitain the complete titles of
the inventions which form part of that group.

63. The title of a group of inventions concerning aats shall include the title
of an invention of the group, completed with therdvdvariants” placed
between parentheses.

64. If the title does not meet the requirements spegtiin Rule 55-63 of the
present Regulations or the order of the claimegestimatters is not kept, or
it is too long, it shall be amended ex officio, sifact being notified to the
applicant.

Section 9
Description of the Invention

65. The description shall begin with the specificatiaf the index of
classification in the applicable edition of the dmtational Patent
Classification under the Strasbourg Agreement otermational Patent
Classification of March 24, 1971 (hereinafter “tlleC”), to which the
Republic of Moldova has adhered by the Parliamesttiéion No. 1248-XIlll
of July 10, 1997 (Official Gazette of the RepuldfcMoldova, 1997, No. 49-
50, Art. 435) to which the claimed invention refatend of the title of the
invention, as indicated in the patent application.

66. The description shall successively contain thie¥ahg:
a) the title of the invention as appearing in the pagpplication form;
b) the field of application of the invention;
c) the prior art;
d) a presentation of the technical problem which tivention solves;
e) the disclosure of the invention;

f) a statement of any advantageous effects (of tHeniea result) of the
invention with reference to the prior art;

g) a brief description of the explicative drawingsay;
h) a detailed description of at least one way of ¢agput the invention;
1) a list of cited information sources.

67. If the subject-matter of the invention is a nutid® and/or amino acid
sequence, the description shall only be deemecdetdisclosed where the
description contains a nucleotide and/or amino aegluence listing and the
industrial application thereof. Any nucleotide asrdamino acid sequence



listing (hereinafter “the sequence listing”) shdle submitted in the
corresponding form of the international standards.

68. Where the subject-matter of the invention is astaltation or an apparatus,
the explicative drawings necessary for the undedstg of the invention
shall be annexed to the description.

69. If in the absence of the explicative drawings, thescription does not
expressly disclose the invention in a manner sefiitty clear and complete,
AGEPI shall require the presentation of the necgssawings within three
months from the date of dispatch of the notificatio

70. The replacement of a part of the description witreference to the source
containing the necessary data (the source of titexrathe description of the
invention from the earlier application, the destoip of the invention from
the title of protection etc.) shall not be admiksib

71. The description of the invention shall containextension of the title with
the delimitation of the concrete fields in whichetlapplication of the
invention is possible. If there is more than oreddfi the most preferential
shall be stated. The concrete features of the elhimvention shall not be
disclosed.

Section 10
Prior Art

72. The earlier solutions close to the invention fdmiehh grant of a patent is
sought, known to the inventor or the applicant,ihguthe same destination,
with the indication for each of mentioned solution§ the lacks or
disadvantages which they have or which are remdmedhe solution for
which grant of a patent is sought, shall be briéflyished in turn.

73. Each close solution shall be furnished by its misslefeatures, indicating the
similar ones to the essential features of the @dimvention, indicating the
reasons which do not permit the achievement ofsthted result, as well as
the bibliographic data of the information sourcewhich it is disclosed.
Where the prior art also covers traditional knowkedthe latter shall be
indicated explicitly, including their sources, ihdwn to the applicant. If
there is furnished more than one close solutioa,ctbsest solution shall be
described last of all.

74. The reference to the information source, in whioh data concerning the
close solutions are indicated, including the closeise, shall be made
immediately after the description thereof by a namiplaced between
parentheses in accordance with the list of infolonasources annexed to the
description of the invention.



75. If the invention relates to the application of @odguct or process in
accordance with the indicated destination, therclbge solutions shall relate
to products or processes with the same destination.

76. If the invention relates to a group of inventiotise indication concerning
the close solutions shall be furnished separatetyefich invention of the

group.

Section 11
Technical Problem and Statement of | nvention

77. The technical problem shall be stated by a cleading of the objective by
which solution an advantageous effect or a sudoetge application field of
the invention is obtained. The technical problenbéosolved shall represent
the objective proposed by the applicant in ordentalify or adapt the closest
solution in the prior art (proximate analog) foethurpose of obtaining the
advantageous effects which the applicant consithersnvention to have in
relation to the proximate analog.

78. The invention as claimed shall be disclosed irhdeems that the technical
problem and the proposed solution can be underdiga person skilled in
the art. The technical solution shall be expredsedhe totality of features
necessary for the solution of the technical probl&he proposed solution of
the technical problem, which is the subject-matiiethe invention, shall be
briefly stated either in a sentence or, where rszggsin several sentences,
enumerating all the new features, without going idétails of embodiment
of invention. The solution shall state the featunégthe solution in such a
way that it may correspond to the claims to whiwh $olution relates.

79. If the subject-matter is a strain of microorgarssithe description shall
contain the biochemical, taxonomic and morpholdgibaracteristics thereof
and at least the process for obtaining thereof hen dase of the known
microorganism or the name of the authority with etvhthe microorganism
was deposited and the number assigned by the dapgosuthority.

80. The description of the invention having as subjeatter the application of
an earlier known product or process shall contagnaharacterization of the
known subject-matter and the reference to the mddion source in which it
Is stated, the information about the known desbnatthe new destination
and the relevant specific features determiningstiseeptibility of application
according to the new destination.

81. The statement of invention shall be accompaniedhay presentation of
advantageous effects of the invention with refegetacthe prior art. If the
invention concerns subject-matters with the sanmBbpaance characteristics
as those described in the prior art, the advantagyefiect shall be deemed to
be the extension of the range of known producfzacesses.



82. In the case of a group of inventions, each subjedter of the invention
shall be furnished separately in a sentence, thiel ieatures of each subject-
matter of the invention being stated in such teth@ the single general
inventive concept of the invention may result. ksinmg of the technical
solutions, including the advantageous effects (th&ult), shall be made
separately for each invention of the group.

Section 12
Explicative Drawings

83. Where other explicative materials of the invent{dimgrams, photographs
etc.) are furnished, their brief statement shalhisele. AGEPI may require
that, in addition to the patent application docutaeeferred to in Rule 32-34
of the present Regulations, a sequence listingubengted on an electronic
data carrier accompanied by a statement that fbemation recorded on the
data carrier is identical to the written sequensteng.

Section 13
Exemplary Embodiments of | nvention

84. The exemplary embodiment(s) of invention inclu@i@slude) the mode for
carrying out and for use or for functioning of tin@ention. It shall indicate
explicitly, when it is not obvious from the desc¢igm or nature of the
invention, the way in which the invention is indiety applicable. The
description shall be supported by concrete embadsnef the claimed
invention, of the way in which the subject-mattescribed ina static state
can be performed and in which such subject-matscribedin a dynamic
state can be used or function, in a manner sufisieclear, complete and
correct, with reference to the drawings, if any, ifoto be carried out by a
person skilled in the art. Each reference sign|shegresent the same
element, even if it appears in several figuressuich a way that it may
possess a single meaning. It shall indicate therhede for carrying out the
invention known to the applicant on the filing date where priority has
been claimed, on the priority date of the applarati

85. The applicant shall avoid the furnishing of an ggerated number of
exemplary embodiments which are not strictly neamgstr the definition of
the invention. The examples, the alternative viarat or the particular cases
shall be in a sufficient number as to ensure:

a) the illustration of all new features of the invem]

b) the detailed understanding of the new solution (selutions in the case
of a group of inventions);



c) the demonstration whether the new solution/solstiare realizable and
reproducible.

In the case of a group of inventions, at least exesmplary embodiment for
each subject-matter of the group in the order ek@ntation of the claims
shall be presented.

86. The possibility of carrying out the invention whisolution is characterized
by elements representing general notions, espgcialt functional
generalization level, shall be confirmed by thecdesion of the concrete
means of carrying out the element expressed bynargkenotion or by the
indication of the means or process for obtainirgrébf known as such. For
each element, expressed in the claims in geneddiaen, the applicant shall
present at least one exemplary embodiment of #eit in a concrete form
of manufacture thereof.

87. Where appropriate, the description of the exempdanbodiment having as
subject-matter a process/method shall containdfe lorder of the actions
(processes, operations) on the material objectsactaized by phases
(stages), as well as the conditions of carryingsuah actions, the concrete
regimes (temperature, pressure etc.), devicesgbe substances and strains.
In the description of a process characterized ley ube of known means
(devices, substances, strains) the applicant shditate those means and
shall confirm the notoriety before the priority edaby reference to an
information source.

In the case of use of unknown means the applidait define them and, where
appropriate, shall attach the graphic represemafaod in the case of new
substances the process for preparation theredflsharesented.

88. For the invention having as subject-matter a newidual compound with
identified structure, the structural formula dentoated by known methods,
the physical-chemical constants shall be presesmeldthe process by which
the new compound was obtained for the first timallshe described. The
proof of use of such compound according to a speéestination shall also
be presented; the indexes of the quantitative feataf activity and toxicity
and, where appropriate, of the selectivity of actmd other indexes shall be
presented for the biologically active compound.

89. If the invention concerns intermediate compourte possibility of its
transformation into a known final product or thesgibility of producing
therefrom a new final product with concrete dedtomaor with biologically
active properties shall be presented.

90. The possibility of carrying out the invention hagias subject-matter a strain
of microorganisms, a plant or animal cell culturgpoocesses in which it is
used shall be confirmed by the indications relatmghe fact how and when
the corresponding strain can be obtained.



91. The possibility of obtaining the strain can befoomed by the description of
the process for the production thereof or by thesgntation of the deposit
document, produced in the established manner; & tlse the date of
deposit shall precede the priority date of the mntiza.

92. For the invention having as subject-matter a nethiotreatment, diagnosis
or prophylaxis of human and animal diseases, tlegl wserapeutic agents
(medicinal preparations, physical factors, devieasl equipment), their
quantitative features (doses, wavelength, frequerty), the way of
administration and application, the sequence ofraimas, as well as the
action of such factors on the etiopathogenesit®fdisease, and where such
data are missing, the doubtless data confirminguiedulness of the method
of treatment, diagnosis or prophylaxis of the iatkcl disease shall be
presented.

Section 14
List of Cited | nformation Sour ces

93. The bibliographic data of the cited informatiorugtes shall be indicated in
the application documents so as to permit the dmaling of the information
source. The identification data of the informatgmurces in respect of the
cited solutions shall be presented as follows:

a) code of the country in which the patent was grantedhber of the patent,
code of the type of document and date of publicat@reof;

b) name of author, title of the article, handbookatyeetc., name of the
publishing house, year of publication, number afied and the pages of
the publication containing the relevant information

c) on-line name of the publication, the date of digphthe information or
the date of the last visit of the relevant site #mel electronic address to
which the information can be accessed.

Section 15
The Claims

94. The claims shall define the matter for which pectiten is sought by notions
used in the description of the invention and simalicate the necessary and
sufficient totality of essential technical featuret the invention for the
solution of the technical problem.

95. The claims (each separately) shall be statedsingle grammatical sentence.
The essential technical features of the inventiuall e stated in the claims
in such terms that the possibility of their ideication can be provided, i.e.
the adequate understanding by a person skillederatt, on the basis of the
prior art, of the essential content of the notitiyswhich such features are



characterized. The essential features in the claimd have the same name
and the same reference signs as in the descriidmrawings.

96. Characterization of a technical feature in thencdéamay not, except where
absolutely necessary, be replaced with referenoeshé description or
drawings, especially when a nucleotide and/or araitid sequence listing is
indicated. The claims may contain chemical or mattecal formulae, other
graphic representations, tables, which are ess$datiahe definition of the
subject-matter of the claimed invention.

97. Inclusion in the claims of personal names, iniclgdthe name of the
inventor, names derived from personal names, famoyes, trademarks,
appellations of origin of goods or trade names,redbtions and terms as
“etc.”, which do not contribute to the identifioai of the invention, shall not
be admissible.

98. Where several possible forms of carrying out teehmical feature are
disclosed, they ensuring together with other esslenfeatures the
achievement of the same result, the statementeotélgment in the claims by
a notion to cover the disclosed forms of carrying shall be reasonable. If
such notion is missing or it also covers forms aifrging out the technical
feature which do not ensure the achievement ofritieated result, making
the generalization unjustified, the feature matag¢ed by alternative notions
to characterize different forms of carrying out teehnical feature.

99. Depending on the option of the applicant, clasmall consist of:

a) either two parts (bipartite claim), the first pétie preamble) containing
those technical features of the invention which aeeessary for the
definition of the claimed subject-matter but whiam,combination, form
part of the prior art, as well as the generic notieflecting the destination
of the invention, and the second part — the charmaatg portion,
beginning with the expression “characterized irnt"tlaaad specifying the
new technical features which, in combination witke features stated in
the first part, define the invention;

b) or of a single part (monopartite claim), withouparation of the statement
from the characterizing portion.

100. Where patent application contains explicative dr@s| the technical
features specified in the claims from both the estent and the
characterizing portion shall preferably be followlegl such reference signs
relating to these features, placed in parentheses.

101. Indication of technical features from more than @hese solution, i.e.
presentation of the closest solution formed of necdl features belonging to
different close solutions shall not be admissibléhie statement.

102. The claims relating to an invention shall contamirdependent claim or
may be followed by one or more dependent claimpedding on the nature



of the invention. A dependent claim shall contdintlze essential technical
features of an independent claim to which it isasdmated and, where
appropriate, relates to:

a) the development and/or statement of the totalititoessential features,
already stated in the independent claim;

b) particular embodiments of the invention;

c) additional or optional technical features which amt essential for the
definition of the claimed subject-matter.

103. If there are several claims, they shall be nuniberensecutively in
Arabic numerals in the order of presentation. Thminer of claims shall be
reasonable with regard to the nature of the ineentiaimed.

104. Statement of a dependent claim in such a manner thiga technical
features of that claim can be replaced or exclwihedl not be admissible. If a
dependent claim is stated in such a manner thatettienical features of an
independent claim are replaced or excluded, swtdpandent claim together
with the independent claim, to which it is suboeded, shall not be deemed
to characterize the same invention.

The preamble of a dependent claim shall containtitiee of the invention

which, as a rule, is shortened as compared withitthan independent claim
and the reference to the independent claim andéperdent claim(s) to
which it relates.

105. The subordination of dependent claims to an indégenone may be
direct or indirect, i.e. over one or more dependdaims. Also, a dependent
claim may be subordinated to one or more indepdrdaims.

106. The direct subordination of a dependent claim gbalused when, for the
definition of the invention in a special case ofbamiment or application
thereof, alike the technical features of that claomly the technical features
indicated in the independent claim are necessatieltechnical features of
one or more dependent claims are also necessarguftr definition, the
indirect subordination of the dependent claimshi® independent one shall
be used.

107. An independent claim shall relate to one inventioy and shall state
clearly all of the essential technical featuresessary for the definition of
the invention. An independent claim shall not eelad one invention if the
totality of the contained technical features inelsid

a) features stated as an alternative solution whichsdonot ensure the
achievement of the same result or the alternativesdnot relate to
separate features, but to a group of functionaligependent features
(assembly or member of a device, operations of argss, substance,
material, device used in a process, ingredient afomposition etc.),



including when the choice of the alternative solatifor any of these
features depends on the choice made for anothteré¢s);

b) the disclosure of a feature in such a manner tlodh lexistence and
absence thereof in the totality (especially, whepressions of the type
“may comprise an element of a device”, “an operatwd a process” are
used) shall be admissible or the presentationefjtrantitative content of
one of the ingredients of the substance in a vaitezval with the lower
limit equal to zero (except for the facultative nedients which do not
have an influence on the achievement of the statmdlt);

c) the definition of inventions relating to differestibject-matters or to the
totality of means, each having its own destinatwwhich can be realized
without the indicated totality of means with gen@rstination.

108. The claims relating to a group of inventions shatintain several
independent claims, each of them defining one ihwerof the group. In that
case, each invention of the group may be definethéyse of the dependent
claims linked to the corresponding independentntlaUpon stating the
claims relating to a group of inventions, the faliog rules shall be complied
with:

a) all dependent claims shall be grouped together thighindependent claim
accompanied by them;

b) if the destination of one of the subject-matterstheff invention for the
realization, manufacture and application of anoffreanother) has served
as a criterion of unity of inventions in a group,the first independent
claim shall be defined that subject-matter for whilce other invention is
intended,;

c) references to other claims (where they allow sfatire independent claim
without repeating the content of another claim)lidh@ admissible in the
independent claims defining one invention of theugr.

109. A patent application may include more independdaints relating to
different subject-matters, for example:

a) a claim for a device, a substance or a strain ofaorganism and a claim
relating to a process for the manufacture of the davice, substance or
strain;

b) a claim for a process and a claim for a devicegihesl for applying the
said process;

c) a claim for a device or a substance, a claim rejato a process for the
manufacture of the said device or substance anthim dor a device
designed for applying the said process.

110. In the case of a group of inventions, a patentiegipbn may contain two
or more independent claims in the same categorny €k@ample: device,



process, substance, strain of microorganism oricgifn thereof) which
cannot be covered in a single common claim.

111. Devices shall be technically defined by the couwstit elements, the
constructive relationship between them, the consStre and functional
relationships between the constituent elements ifaym unitary technical
assembly.

112. A device shall be characterized in the claim inadis state. Indication in
the claim of the manufacture of the element asdgoira dynamic state, with
the possibility of fulfiling a certain function ¢f example, with the
possibility of braking, with the possibility of fation etc.) shall be
admissible.

113. Inventions having as subject-matter processes tnads shall be defined
as logical orders of operations characterized k3gest (phases), their
operation sequence, initial conditions, technicaldes of operation, used
technical means, final products or results. Thebsenecessary for the
characterization of actions (process, operationXeabnical features of a
process shall be used in the indicative mood, pteseflexive form,
singular, third person (for example: it is heated; taken, it is mounted etc.).
For a process including several stages, markinguoh stages by letters or
numerals shall be admissible.

114. For a compound relating to products of gene engimgethe nucleotide
sequence (in the case of nucleic acid fragmentd)tla@ description of the
physical map (in the case of recombined nucleidsaand vectors), as well as
the physical-chemical characteristics and otheragtaristics necessary for
the distinction from other compounds shall be ideldiin the claims.

115. If as element of the invention is indicated a knaewmplex substance, the
use of its special name, with the compulsory inibeaof its function and/or
properties and base, shall be admissible. In sudatase, the complete
composition and, if necessary, the process forpiegparation of the said
substance or the relevant bibliographical referestwdl be presented in the
description of the invention.

116. In the claims characterizing an individual chemicaimpound of any
origin, the name or marking of that compound shwl included. For a
compound with identified structure, the structui@mula thereof shall be
included in the claims.

117. In the claims characterizing a composition, theredgents of that
formulation and, normally, the elements relating tloe quantitative
composition of the ingredients, which, as a ruteexpressed in two values
for the characterization of the minimum and maximdimit of the
composition, shall be included.

118. For compositions which destination is determinety oy a new active
agent, and the other components are neutral cafr@m the group of those



traditionally applied in the compositions with substination, the indication
in the claims only of the said active agent andjiiantitative composition,
including in the form of “efficient quantity” shaltle admissible.

119. The characterization of such a composition by thécation therein,
except for the active agent, of other conventiooamponents (neutral
carriers) by the generalizing notion “special agdit shall be admissible. In
such a case, the guantitative ratio of the actiyenaand special additive
shall be indicated.

120. In the claims characterizing the strain of a micgamism, a plant and
animal cell culture shall be included: the Latinm@aof the genus and species
of the microorganism, plant or animal to which the&ain relates; the
destination of the strain; the abbreviation of dffecial deposit collection; the
registration number of the subject-matter depositdte collection.

121. In the cases where subject-matter of the inventdhe use of a product
or process, the claim with the following structutelse (the name or the
characteristic of the product, process shall beatdd) as (the destination of
the product, process shall be indicated)” shalised.

122. For a product used for the first time as a medicdanptae claim with the
following structure shall be used:

a) “Product X (the name of the product shall be inthdx for use as (the
therapeutic destination thereof shall be indicéted)

b) “Product X (the name of the product shall be inthda for use in the
treatment of disease Y (the name of the diseadkeb&hmdicated)”.

123. For a product already known as a medicament, useording to a new
destination, with a new therapeutic effect, theinclavith the following
structure may be used:

a) “The use of product X (the name of the productidgbalindicated) for the
treatment of disease Y (the name of the diseadkb&hidicated)” or

b) “The use of product X (the name of the produchidicated) as (the new
destination shall be indicated)” or

c) “The use of product X (the name of the productigbalindicated) for the
preparation of a medicament for the treatment séase Y (the name of
the disease shall be indicated)”.

124. If a subject-matter or an element cannot be chariaed in a manner that
would enable its identification, for example, wéh unidentified structure or
composition, the characterization thereof by funwi characteristics,
parameters (properties) or the process for theirobtp (manufacture),
ensuring the identification by a person skilledha art, shall be admissible.



Section 16
Drawingsand Other Materials

125. Drawings shall be required when they are necedsatye understanding
of the invention and of the novelty elements thérdorawings shall contain
reference signs (numbers and/or letters) indicatthg corresponding
component elements presented in the exemplary ambatl of the
description. Drawings and other explicative matenmaay be presented in the
form of: graphic materials (proper drawings, schenggaphs, drafts, figures,
oscillograms etc.), photographs, tables, diagrams e

126. Graphic materials shall be executed on A4 papen @xceptional cases
on A3 paper which shall be strong, white, smoothlatk indelible lines and
clear hatchings, without colourings and fadinggvpling for the drawings
the necessary contrast for copying or scanning. Stade and clarity of the
graphic materials shall be such that reproductidth & linear reduction in
size to two-thirds will allow all details to be drsgguished without difficulty.

127. The title, the applicant and the author of the mian shall not be
indicated on sheets containing drawings. They sialhave frames or other
lines as to delimit the drawings. The minimum fre@rgins of sheets shall be
on each side of 25 mm. Brackets, circles and isdecbmmas shall not be in
association with numbers and letters. The heighthefnumbers and letters
shall not be less than 0.32 cm. The drawings stalicontain inscriptions,
except for words, such as “water”, “open”, “closgtsection on A-A”.

128. The same sheet of drawings may contain severalrefsguthey being
delimited expressly by each other.

129. Elements of graphic reproduction shall be marketh Wirabic numerals
in accordance with the description of the inventidime same elements,
presented in several figures, shall be marked th#ghsame numeral.

130. Each graphic reproduction shall be numbered in israbmerals (fig. 1,
fig. 2 etc.), irrespective of the type of reprodost(drawing, scheme, graph,
figure etc.) and of the numbering of the sheetcrordance with the order of
presentation in the text of the description. If tlescription is illustrated by a
single figure, it shall not be numbered.

131. For marking the form, recess, prominence, orifie, small letters of the
Latin alphabet shall be used. For some markingh@ftrigonometric sizes,
letters of the Greek alphabet may be used. Foringtke number of parts,
numerals or letters with index (first, second), égample: 2, 2 2, a, al, a2
etc., may be used.

132. Sections and intersections shall be marked witltaldptters of the Latin
alphabet, for example A-A, B-B etc. In electricalcaits, both Arabic
numerals and small letters of the Latin alphabet beused, separately or as
a solid word.



133. Markings of the positions shall be withdrawn ousithe part profile;
where possible, they shall be placed in a horizamtaertical line and shall
be joined by a thin line ending in a point on tlagtp represented by them.

Section 17
The Abstract

134. The abstract shall serve the purpose of informagiott shall represent a
concise summary of the disclosure as containedhendescription. It shall
contain: the title of the invention; the charactation of the technical field to
which the invention pertains and/or of the applaratfield thereof, if not
comprised in the title; the characterization ofitmeention with the indication
of the achieved result. The invention shall be abi@rized in the abstract by
a free statement of the claims. The abstract siwalkkre applicable, contain
the drawing or the chemical formula and shall iatecthe number of the
figure of the drawings which should accompany thestr@act upon
publication.

135. The drawing included in the abstract shall be presgk on a separate
sheet, in the same number of copies as the texteofabstract, including
where it is identical to one of the figures of tiewings illustrating the
description. The figure accompanying the abstratallsbe the most
representative figure of the invention and shall dd@sen among the
drawings accompanying the patent application.

136. If the abstract is accompanied by a drawing, th&ereace signs
corresponding to the elements existing in the drgvahall be presented in
the text of the abstract, placed between parerdh@&$e reference signs used
in the drawing shall be identical to those in tesatiption of the invention.
Nonconformities among reference signs, even ithal elements existing in
the drawing are not indicated in the abstract,| stwlbe admissible.

137. The abstract shall be completed with indicationatirey to the number of
claims and graphic reproductions. The indicationtred number of tables
shall be admissible.

138. The abstract shall preferably not contain more thae hundred and fifty
words. The definitive content of the abstract shalbdetermined by AGEPI.

Section 18
Terminology and Conventional Marks

139. Standard terms and abbreviations, and in the abg@eceof- terms and
abbreviations dedicated to the technical and s@iehterature, shall be used
in the application documents. The terms shall banafound in one of the
dictionaries of Romanian language (DEX, technicaitichary etc.), the



technical slang not being admissible. Where egantalerms do not exist in
the state language, customary technical terms athan language may be
used. If terms and marks which do not have a w#i@ation in the relative

field are used, their meaning shall be explainethétext upon the first use.
All conventional marks or abbreviations shall beatted upon their first use
in the description.

140. The unity of terminology shall be observed in gdpbcation documents,
I.e. the same elements shall be named identicEllg.requirement of unity of
terminology shall also relate to the physical unitsneasurement and to the
used conventional marks. Physical values shall Xqgessed in units of
measurement specified under letter a), paragraphAtticle 4 of the Law
No. 647-XIll on Metrology of November 17, 1995 (@fal Gazette of the
Republic of Moldova, 1996, No. 13, Article 124; vigtished in the Official
Gazette of the Republic of Moldova, special editwdrApril 15, 2008, page
4).

141. The patent application shall not contain expressiomrawings,
photographs and other materials contrary to ordiblip and morality,
statements disparaging the products, methods arepses, the merits or
validity of the applications or patents of any thparty, as well as matters
obviously irrelevant to or unnecessary for the sabmatter of the invention.
If the description contains inadmissible expressiari above-mentioned
nature, AGEPI shall, in the examination procedeselude them later from
the text and shall notify such fact to the applican

Section 19
Way of Presentation of the Application Documents

142. All the application documents shall be typewrittgrprinted on sheets of
A4 paper which shall be white, strong, smooth, ojgagnd free from creases,
so as to admit of long storage and direct reprodics often as necessary.
The documents shall be typed in black charactetse Texts of the
description, the claims and the abstract shall.bespaced, the capital letters

of which shall be not less than 2.1 mm high orharacters of a size of 12
cm.

143. The margins of the sheets containing the descriptive claims and the
abstract shall be as follows, in mm:

a) top of the first sheet — 30;
b) top of the next sheets — 20
C) left side — 25;

d) right side — 20

e) bottom — 20.



144. Only one side of each sheet shall be used, plabmdjnes parallel to the
short margin of the sheet. Each of the documenisngaup the application
(description, claims, abstract and drawings) sbathmence on a new sheet
and the second sheet and the next sheets shaluddened in Arabic
numerals consecutively, in the middle, at the bottof the sheet. Only
graphic symbols, letters of the Greek alphabetherattical and chemical
formulae may be written by hand with ink, push-batpencil or Chinese ink
in a dark colour. The combined typewriting or pngtof formulae shall not
be admissible.

145. The requirements for the description, the claimd @@ abstract, as well
as those referred to in Rules 142-144 of the ptd3egulations shall apply to
the replacement documents of the application naseri

146. Materials relating to documents other than thofermed to in Rule 145 of
the present Regulations shall be typewritten ontpd. There shall be a
margin of about 25 mm on the left-hand side of gzaue.

147. All documents filed after the filing of the applt@n shall be signed. If a
document has not been signed, AGEPI shall notishsiact to the party
concerned and shall invite it to remedy the deficye within two months
from the date of dispatch of the notification.Hetdocument is not signed in
due time, it shall be deemed not to have been.filed

148. Documents relating to two or more patent applicetior patents shall be
filed in a sufficient number of copies. If the dooents are not filed in a
sufficient number of copies, AGEPI shall notify BuUact to the applicant and
shall allow him a period of two months to file thedevant documents or to
apply for the multiplication thereof by the AGERIn payment of the fee
prescribed pursuant to Government Decision No. gf7August 13, 1997,
“on Fees for Legal Services in the Field of Pratecof Industrial Property
Objects” (Official Gazette of the Republic of Moldg 1997, No. 57-58, Art.
625) (hereinafter “Government Decision No. 774 ofAst 13, 1997).

Section 20
Proof of Payment of Fee

149. A proof of payment of the fee prescribed pursuamt@overnment
Decision No. 774 of August 13, 1997, or, where appate, a document
certifying exemption from the fee or a reductiontloé fee shall be annexed
to the patent application. The document constigutire proof of payment of
the fee in Moldovan lei shall be a copy of the orfibe payment certified by
the authorized bank, a receipt for payment issyethé AGEPI accounting
or a receipt for money order. The document constguhe proof of payment
of the fee in Euro shall be a copy of the ordergayment duly authenticated
by the authorized bank.



Section 21
Priority Document

150. The priority document shall contain a certificafepdority issued by the
patent office with which the initial application w/éiled, from which the date
of filing thereof may result, and a copy of the \poeis application (the
description of the invention, the claims, the drays etc.), certified by the
patent office with which the initial application wéled.

151. Where more priorities are claimed and the previapplication is in a
language other than the state one, the applicahisasuccessor in title shall
file a translation of the description as a whole adrone part thereof,
indicating the excerpts from the description, thiaines and, where
appropriate, the drawing or drawings corresponding each priority
document. In such a case, the translation shalfub@shed within three
months from the date of dispatch of the notificatan which the furnishing
of the translation of the previous application eguired. Alternatively, a
declaration may be submitted that the patent agiodic is a complete
translation of the previous application. At the satime, the applicant may
be required to furnish only the translation of thems.

152. The exhibition priority claim shall be justified laycertificate which shall
contain:

a) the name of the exhibition, the address and thaingalate thereof;

b) the family name, given names and address of tharalgpberson or the
name and address of the legal person who has yiespthe subject-matter
at the exhibition;

c) the effective date on which the public display wesde;
d) the number and date of the certificate of guarantee

e) a copy of the description of the displayed subpeatter, drawn up in the
state language, certified by the administratiorthef exhibition, that the
displayed subject-matter is identical to the désctione and a translation
in the state language of the said description.

153. Where the certificate referred to in Rule 152,elefte), of the present
Regulations is not filed in the state language, RG&hall, for the purpose of
establishing the content of the exhibited inventinatify such fact to the
applicant and shall invite him to furnish the reedi translation thereof
within a period of three months.



Section 22
Statement of Non-Pregjudicial Disclosure of
I nformation Relating to an Invention

154. The statement of non-prejudicial disclosure of infation relating to an
invention shall be made on filing the patent agilan. The statement shall
contain the name of the information source anddéte of disclosure of the
information.

155. For the application of Article 9, paragraph 1, deth), of the Law, an
evident abuse in relation to the applicant or bgal predecessor, as well as
to the inventor having surrendered his right in tneention, shall be the
disclosure by a third party:

a) who has derived the invention from any of thessqes; or

b) to whom the invention has been communicated byafrtbese persons,
provided that he does not disclose the inventiqoutaic.

Section 23
Document Certifying the Deposit of Biological Material

156. The document certifying the deposit of reproducibielogical material
with a national depositary institution designategdtite Government or with
an international depositary institution shall camta

a) the name and the address of the officially recaghizational or
international collection with which the microorgam was deposited,;

b) the date (year, month, day) of deposit of the nuoganism with the
officially recognized national or international lsmtion;

c) the denomination of the microorganism;
d) the number of deposit of the biological material;

e) the biochemical, morphological and taxonomic chiarmstics of the
microorganism deposited.

157. Where the biological material has been deposited pgrson other than
the applicant, a document shall be annexed to thEnp application
providing evidence that the latter has authorizexlapplicant to refer to the
deposited biological material in the applicatiord dras given his consent to
the deposited material being made available tqtidic.



Section 24
Request for Substantive Examination

158. The request for substantive examination shall led fivith AGEPI in one
copy and shall be drawn up on a form approved b¥RIG

159. The request for substantive examination may bel filg any third party
within thirty months from the filing date of the teat application. The
applicant shall be notified of the request for sabsve examination filed by
any third party.

160. The request for substantive examination may bd f¥éh the AGEPI by
any third party for a short-term patent applicatosra short-term patent. The
applicant (patent owner) shall be notified of treguest for substantive
examination filed by any third party.

161. The proof of payment of the fee in the amount pibed pursuant to
Government Decision No. 774 of August 13, 1997|Idleafiled at the same
time as filing the request for substantive examimatOtherwise, the request
for substantive examination shall be deemed nbiie been filed and such
fact shall be notified to the applicant or to tleegon having filed the request
for substantive examination.

162. The procedures for substantive examination, seamndhpublication of the
patent application may, upon request, be accetkrdtee said procedures
shall be indicated in the request for acceleratedgzution, drawn up in free
form.

163. The proof of payment of the fee in a twice increlaamount in relation to
that prescribed pursuant to Government Decision W&t of August 13,
1997, shall be filed at the same time as filing tbgquest for accelerated
prosecution.

164. The time limit for accelerated prosecution shall theéce less than the
established one.

Section 25
Filing of a Divisional Application

165. The applicant may file with the AGEPI a divisionapplication by
dividing any pending earlier patent applicationp\pded that the limits for
the disclosure of the subject-matter of such appba in the first filing are
observed for each divisional application. Where tipld priorities are
claimed in the initial application, the applicanha#f indicate the
corresponding priority in each divisional applicati

166. The filing fee of the divisional application, preded pursuant to
Government Decision No. 774 of August 13, 1997 |Idk& paid within two



months from the date of filing thereof, otherwise tapplication shall be
deemed not to have been filed.

Section 26
Request for Search

167. The search shall be carried out within six montbaifthe date of filing of
the request for search by the applicant or by arggn concerned. AGEPI
shall notify the applicant of the request for skafited by any third party.
The request for search may not be revoked.

168. A search report shall be drawn up on the basissgfaach, which shall be
transmitted to the person having filed the reqtmssearch. If the request for
search has been filed by any third party, the se@agort shall be transmitted
to it only after the publication of the patent apation.

169. The request for search shall be deemed not to e filed if an earlier
request for search or for substantive examinatias Wed at the date of
submission thereof. The person having filed theuest|shall be notified of
the existing earlier request.

CHAPTER 111

EXAMINATION OF THE PATENT APPLICATION AND GRANT OF
THE PROTECTION

Section 1
Formal Examination

170. The formal examination shall be undertaken withire anonth from the
date of presentation of the application documenth e AGEPI.In the
formal examination, AGEPI shall, for the purposeestablishing the filing
date, check whether the patent application meet$otimal requirements laid
down in Articles 32 and 34 of the Law and in RuB&47 of the present
Regulations.

171. Where AGEPI in carrying out the formal examinatiomder Articles 32
and 34 of the Law notes that the features nece$satie registration of the
patent application appear to be missing and thet tfo not comply with the
requirements laid down in Rules 36-47 of the pres&gulations, AGEPI
shall notify the applicant accordingly and inviteamhto correct the
deficiencies noted within three months from theedaf dispatch of the
notification.



172. If the application meets the formal requiremenis &own in Articles 32
and 34 of the Law, it shall be accorded a datealioffand a filing number,
and the particulars concerning the patent appiinashall be entered in the
National Register of Patent Applications.

173. Where the application does not meet the requiresnémt down in
Articles 32 and 34 of the Law, AGEPI shall procepdrsuant to the
procedure referred to in Rules 36-42 of the pregenRegulations.

174. If the application meets the formal requiremenis town in Articles 32
and 34 of the Law and in Rules 36-47 of the predeegulations, the
applicant shall be notified of the termination bétformal examination, of
the date and number of filing. Where the patentiegion was filed on a
form under Rules 43-47 of the present Regulatitims,termination of the
formal examination shall be confirmed by the retafrihe application form
with the indication of the date and number of gliassigned.

Section 2
Preliminary Examination

175. The preliminary examination shall be undertakenhiitthree months
from the date of termination of the formal examioat In the preliminary
examination, AGEPI shall check whether:

a) all the application documents have been filed imglance with Article
33 of the Law and Rules 32-35 of the present Réiguls

b) the content of the application documents meets rédagirements laid
down in Rules 32-138 of the present Regulations;

c) the patentability requirements laid down in Artidke paragraph (2),
Article 7 and Article 12, paragraph (3), of the Laewe been satisfied,

d) the initial classification of the invention has hdéed in compliance with
IPC (last edition), on the basis of the claims #mel description of the
invention;

e) the requirement of unity of invention has outwardéen satisfied;

f) the content of the additional materials has beé&msted so as they may
not modify the subject-matter of the claimed invemt

g) the designation of the inventors has been made;

h) the fees have been paid in compliance with thequhoes claimed in the
application;

1) the requirements laid down in Articles 39-42 o thaw concerning the
priority claiming have been satisfied.

176. Where AGEPI after examining the filing of the pdtapplication and the
annexed documents reveals deficiencies concerhnmgdmpliance with the



requirements stipulated by the Law and the Reguratiit shall notify the
applicant accordingly and shall invite him to giseresponse within three
months from the date of dispatch of the notificatio

177. Where AGEPI in carrying out the preliminary exantioa notes that the
patent application does not comply with the requemat of unity of
invention, it shall notify the applicant accordipghnd shall invite him to
divide it or to express an option for the inventtorbe examined and, where
necessary, to make corrections in the initial gliwithin a time limit not
exceeding 15 months.

178. If the applicant failgo divide or to file an option for the invention be
examined (or for the unitary group of inventiorsjtiis contained in the
initial application) and fails to file the corredtedocuments within the
prescribed time limit referred to in Rule 177, fivet invention claimed (or
the first unitary group of inventions) shall be exaed.

179. If the additional materials modify in whole or ianp the subject-matter of
the invention and/or do not comply with the regmeats stipulated by the
Regulations, the applicant shall be notified thabru examination these
modifications would not be taken into consideratmympletely or in the
corresponding patrt.

180. Where there are other violations of the Regulationghe application
documents, they may be indicated in the notificatibhe applicant may be
invited in the notification to present the amendssbkcription or claims
referring to one invention only or to a unitary gpoof inventions, with the
indication of the need for payment of an additiciea prescribed pursuant to
Government Decision No. 774 of August 13, 1997, nehthe amended
claims would contain independent claims for theemtions presented in the
initial claims, but not emphasized in independdainas.

181. If the applicant fails to reply in due time to thetification or to submit
the required materials, or fails to file a requestextension of the said time
limit, AGEPI shall suspend the proceedings, natidythe applicant of such
fact and giving him one opportunity to re-estabtisé omitted time limit.

182. If, following the preliminary examination, the amant makes corrections
or additions of the description, claims or drawinkye shall, for the purpose
of publication and up to the fifteenth month frohetdate of filing or of
priority claimed, either submit the replacementetbancluding corrections
or additions or reformulate the entire documentatmbe published.

183. If the patent application contains all the requideduments and meets the
requirements stipulated by the Regulations, andnention is not included
in the category of unpatentable inventions, theieg@mt shall be notified of
the termination of the preliminary examination o€ tapplication.

184. If, prior to the termination of the preliminary ewranation, the applicant
fails to file the request for substantive examimati he shall, in the



notification concerning the termination of the prehary examination, be
notified of the need for submission of the requdessubstantive examination
within the prescribed time limit.

185. Notifications dealing with the preliminary examiimet may, where
applicable, be dispatched together with the natiftms of the substantive
examination.

Section 3

Decision on the Refusal of a Patent Application under Article 6(2), Article 7
and Article 12(3) of the Law

186. If the examination reveals that the subject-maifeéhe invention does not
meet the requirementd Article 6, paragraph (2), Article 7 and Article,
paragraph (3), of the Law, it shall take the decisto refuse the patent
application, accompanied by the corresponding gisun

187. Before AGEPI decides to refuse the patent apptinatt shall notify the
applicant of the grounds for refusal of the appiccaand, where necessary,
the references to the corresponding informatiorrcagsuand shall invite him
to file, within three months as from the date cfpditch of the notification, a
reasoned response to the stated grounds.

188. If the applicant fails to present reasoned argusagéainst the grounds for
refusal of the application or fails to file a reaed response within the
prescribed time limit, AGEPI shall issue the demisto refuse the patent
application.

189. AGEPI shall transmit the decision of refusal to #mplicant, notifying
him of the right to file an appeal with the BoarfdAppeals of AGEPI, where
he disagrees with the grounds of the decision,iwithmonths as from the
dispatch thereof.

190. Within three months following the date on which #ggplicant has been
informed of the decision to refuse the applicatiBGEPI shall publish the
mention of the decision to refuse the applicatoBOPI.

191. Where AGEPI upon filing the patent application r@gehat the invention
contains information which, if published, can pokge the national security
of the Republic of Moldova, it shall notify the digant of the impossibility
of affording legal protection for the respectiveention, under Article 45 of
the Law. The competent authority necessary to bedresded for the
examination of the said application shall be netifio the applicant.



Section 4
Publication of Application

192. For the publication of the patent application witld shorter time limit
than the established one, the fee prescribed pursn&overnment Decision
No. 774 of August 13, 1997, shall be paid at thmesdaime as filing the
request for accelerated publication. The requesttzelerated publication
shall be filed not later than six months followitite filing date or, where
priority has been claimed, within three monthsdwaiing the filing date of the
application.

193. The request for accelerated publication of the miadgplication may be
withdrawn by the applicant within at most two mantinom the filing date
thereof.

194. Patent applications withdrawn or rejected priorthe expiry of fifteen
months from the filing date of the application $imait be published.

195. Where the applicant has been notified of the fdwt tthe patent
application does not meet the requirement of uoftynvention and he has
failed to divide up the application within a perioflat most fifteen months
from the filing date for a patent application a@spectively, three months for
a short-term patent application, the applicaticalldbe published as filed.

196. If corrections or modifications which do not modifye subject matter of
the invention were included in the application doents, they shall be taken
into account upon publication.

197. Materials and expressions inadmissible under RB%&141 of the present
Regulations shall be omitted from the publishedudeents. In such a case,
the materials drawn up for the publication of thgplecation may be
coordinated with the applicant.

198. Waiver of inventor’s right to be mentioned in thaopcation of the patent
application shall be taken into account, if presdnbefore the expiry of
fiteen months from the filing date, but not latkan the presentation of the
request for accelerated publication.

199. On the date on which it publishes in BOPI the ligtaphic data
concerning the patent application or the mentiorthef grant of the patent,
AGEPI shall make available to the public in the A@ELibrary a
specification of the patent application containitige description of the
invention, the claims, the abstract and, whereiegiple, any drawings. The
specification of the application shall also contaihibliographic sheet drawn
up by the AGEPI.

200. AGEPI may additionally publish in BOPI the trangdat of the abstract
into an international language.

201. The application materials may be additionally pssesl and distributed in
electronic form on the AGEPI site, to the addmggsv.agepi.gov.md




Section 5
Observations by Third Parties

202. Any person who possesses information about thentrore which forms
the subject-matter of the patent application and vdan influence the
examination thereof may, under Article 89 of thevl_@resent observations
within the period between the publication of thetep& application and
iIssuance of a decision relating thereto. Filingobgervations shall not be
subject to the payment of fees.

203. The observation shall be filed in free form and hasntain:

a) the information identifying the person who fileg thbservation (the name
or denomination of the enterprise, the addressjdlephone, the e-mail
address);

b) the information identifying the representativethé person who has filed
the observation has appointed a representative;

c) indications concerning the patent application ispext of which the
observation has been formulated (the filing numbidyxe name or
denomination of the applicant and the number of B@Pwhich the
particulars of the application have been published)

d) the ground of the observation;

e) the documents, evidence and arguments presentestigport of the
observation (documents with undeniable date, madslable to the
public prior to the filing date and, where appliegbthe priority date,
indicating exactly the subject-matter in respecivbich the observation
has been formulated).

204. The observation and the materials in support thesleall be filed in two
copies — one for the file and one for the applicant

205. AGEPI shall send one copy of the opposable docwsnenthe applicant
and shall give him a time limit of three monthsnfréhe date of dispatch, if
the substantive examination was requested on tht#, do present his
reasoned opinion or the description, the drawirthe, claims amended
pursuant to the formulated observation, provideat tihey do not extend
beyond the limits of the initial disclosure.

The response of the applicant may be presentetieasdame time as the
request for substantive examination.

206. The observations by third parties, the response Hrel possible
amendments presented by the applicant shall ben talkte account upon
further examination of the application.

207. If more observations are presented in respect patant application,
AGEPI may rejoin the procedures for examinatiothefobservations filed.



Section 6
Content of the Substantive Examination
208. The substantive examination shall cover:

a) the supplementary checking for compliance withrdguirements referred
to in Article 6, paragraph (2), and Article 7 oéthaw;

b) checking of the requirements of disclosure of theention referred to in
Article 36 of the Law and Section 7 of the presghapter;

c) checking of claims for compliance with the requiegits of Section 15 of
Chapter Il of the present Regulations;

d) checking for compliance of the additional materiafsany, with the
requirements of Rules 501-505 of the present Régog

e) checking for compliance with the requirements afyuaf invention;

f) checking for compliance with the requirements ofeptability of the
invention;

g) recognition of priority claimed;

h) checking of the initial classification with the cphation or amendment
thereof, where applicable.

209. Checking for compliance with the requirements ofeptability of the
invention shall include:

a) checking for compliance with the requirement ofustdial application, in
accordance with Article 11 of the Law;

b) checking for compliance with the requirement of eloy, in accordance
with Article 8 of the Law;

c) checking for compliance with the requirement of @nttive step, in
accordance with Article 10 of the Law.

Section 7
Requirementsfor Carrying Out the Substantive Examination

210. The substantive examination of the application|dmalcarried out on the
basis of a request for examination filed by theliappt or any person
concerned. The substantive examination shall notcdmeied out if it is
requested for an earlier withdrawn application.

211. Where the amount of the fee paid for carrying du¢ substantive
examination does not correspond to the amount pibestc pursuant to
Government Decision No. 774 of August 13, 1997, gheof of payment of
the difference shall be submitted within three rhenfrom the date of
dispatch of the corresponding notification. Failtoesubmit the proof of
payment of the fee in the amount and within thesgnibed time limit shall



lead to the request for substantive examinatiomgoeieemed not to have
been filed.

212. In the case of a group of inventions for which pineof of payment of the
fee was filed in a smaller amount than the presdribne, but larger than the
amount for one or several inventions of the grahe,applicant or the person
concerned shall be notified of the need to pay diféerence for the
completion of the amount of the prescribed fee emdubmit the proof of
payment of the said fee within three months from diate of dispatch of the
notification.

213. If the applicant fails to submit the proof of paymef the difference, the
inventions of the group indicated by the applicanthe person concerned
shall be examined. Where the said specification t@sbeen made, the
inventions of the group first mentioned in the wklai and for which the
corresponding fee has been paid pursuant to GowrnBecision No. 774
of August 13, 1997, shall be examined.

214. Where the applicant or the person concerned isleshtio an exemption
from or to a reduction of the examination fee, pneof of exemption from
the fee or reduction of the amount thereof shalfiled at the same time as
the request for examination or within a time limdt exceeding two months
from the date of filing thereof.

215. Where several persons have filed requests for anidgt examination, the
request having the latest date shall be deemedonoave been filed, such
fact being notified to the person who has filed it.

216. The person who has filed the request for substamxamination, but who
Is not the applicant of the respective patent appbn, cannot take part in
the examination.

217. One copy of the decision shall be transmitted eogérson who has filed
the request for substantive examination. If themaapplication has not been
published on the date of the decision, the resgegerson shall be notified
of the issued decision and one copy thereof sleattdmsmitted to him after
the publication of the patent application or theisien.

218. |If, prior to the conclusion of the substantive exaation, the applicant
withdraws the patent application or converts itoird short-term patent
application, the person concerned who has filedréogiest for substantive
examination shall be notified accordingly.

219. The procedure for examination of the patent apptinashall cease if the
applicant withdraws the patent application.



Section 8
Time Limitsfor Substantive Examination

220. The procedure for substantive examination shatldasto the solution or
elucidation of the problems concerning the substargxamination, even if
for such purpose the period of 18 months, refetwad Article 51, paragraph
(2), of the Law, is exceeded, including by the ejufor successive
extensions of the time limit for response to noéfions from AGEPI, under
Article 90 of the Law. The procedure for substamtexamination shall be
deemed to be carried out within a legal time linfityvithin such time limit
AGEPI has transmitted to the applicant at least omtification of
compliance with the requirements of patentability.

221. If the accelerated substantive examination is rsigge and the
corresponding fee is paid pursuant to Governmentida No. 774 of
August 13, 1997, AGEPI shall examine the applicatathin nine months
from the date of presentation of the proof of paymef the fee for
acceleration.

222. The time limit for carrying out the substantive emaation shall be
extended by three months if the applicant, priath®issuance of a decision,
has furnished amendments to claims of his own madied if notifications
has not been transmitted to him.

223. If the applicant files a search report or a preliany examination report
drawn up by one of the International Searchingnberhational Preliminary
Examining Authorities, the time limit for substargi examination of the
application shall be nine months from the datalioftf of the report.

Section 9
Priority of the Invention

224. The filing of the patent application shall giveerito a right of priority,
beginning on the date thereof, in relation to atheofiling in respect of the
same invention, having a later date of filing orpoibrity, provided that the
provisions of Article 33 paragraph (8) of the Lawe abserved, whatever the
outcome of the application may be.

225. A subsequent application in respect of the samgestimatter as a
previous first application and filed in or for theame State shall be
considered as the first application for the purposkdetermining priority,
provided that, at the date of filing the subsequagtlication, the previous
application has been withdrawn, abandoned or rdfusghout being open to
public inspection and without leaving any rightststanding, and has not
reserved as a basis for claiming a right of pyorithe previous application
may not thereafter serve as a basis for claiminghd of priority.



226. The right of priority shall have effect that thetelaf priority shall count
as the date of filing of the patent application flee purposes of Article 8,
paragraph (2) and (3), and Article 14, paragraphof2the Law.

227. An applicant who wishes to claim priority shall,tivh two months from
the filing date of the application, pay the feeggmribed pursuant to
Government Decision No. 774 of August 13, 1997 each priority claimed.
Otherwise, priority shall not be recognized.

228. Multiple priorities of some previous applicationsaynbe claimed in
respect of a patent application, filed in one orencountries not earlier than
twelve months from the date of the applicationudahg inventions disclosed
in the previous applications, each invention beangorded a date of priority
corresponding to the date of the previous appbcatin which it was
disclosed.

229. The date of priority of an application claiming antbination of two
elements, described separately in two previous iGmns, shall be
established on the date of filing of the applicatiexcept where a priority
document contains a reference to another priordguchent and a clear
mention that the elements in both documents magob®ined in a particular
way.

230. The declaration of priority of an application in i a priority has
already been claimed shall not be admissible.

231. |If the applicant fails to meet the requirementemefd to in Article 40 and
Article 41 of the Law, the priority shall be recaged from the date of filing
with AGEPI. Where an application contains a grafipnventions and the
above-mentioned requirements are not met in relabcan invention of the
group, the priority for that invention shall be ogoized from the date of
filing with AGEPI.

232. If one or more priorities are claimed in respectagbatent application,
this/these may be recognized only for those ineastwhich are included in
the first application and in the subsequent appbosa, provided the unity of
invention is complied with.

233. The priority may also be recognized from the ddtéliag the additional
materials, if they were filed as a patent applaafprior to the expiration of
the time limit of four months from the date on whithe applicant was
notified of the impossibility of taking into accauthese additional materials,
on the grounds of the statement that they modiéy gabject-matter of the
invention.

234. Where the claimed priority is recognized, the aggit shall be notified of
such fact. Where the claimed priority is not reaagd, the applicant shall be
notified of such fact, stating the correspondirasins therefor.



Section 10
Unity of Invention

235. Where a group of inventions is claimed in a patepplication, the
requirement of unity of invention under Article 3§ the Law shall be
fulfilled only when there is a technical relationslamong those inventions
involving one or more of the same or correspondgpgcial technical
features. The expression “special technical featurghall mean those
features which define a contribution which eachtled claimed inventions
considered as a whole makes over the prior art.

236. The determination whether a group of inventionsoidinked as to form a
single general inventive concept shall be madeowitihegard to whether the
inventions are claimed in separate claims or asradtives within a single
claim.

237. Where a patent application relates to a group weéntions, the unity of
invention shall be observed if any one of the felloy conditions has been
met:

a) the group of inventions contributes to the solutddbthe same problem;
b) the group of inventions determines the obtaininthefsame effects;
c) there is an interrelationship between the investion

d) at least one invention of the group cannot be zedlior applied without
the others;

e) absence of at least one invention of the group make of the other
inventions of the group inapplicable.

238. In a patent application relating to a group of mvens may be included:
a) independent claims in different categories;
b) independent claims in the same category;
c) dependent claims.

239. In a patent application relating to a group of mv@ns shall be admissible
independent claims, in different categories, grouparticularly into one of
the following possibilities:

a) an independent claim for a given product, an inddpat claim for a
process specially adapted for the manufactureethd product, and an
independent claim for a use of the said product;

b) an independent claim for a given process and agpenident claim for a
means specifically designed for carrying out thd peocess;

c) an independent claim for a given product, an inddpat claim for a
process specially adapted for the manufactureeféd product, and an



independent claim for a means specifically desigioedcarrying out the
said process.

240. An application may contain more than one independiam in the same
category (product, process, apparatus or use)ibtilg subject-matter of the
application involves one of the following:

a) a plurality of interrelated products;
b) different uses of a product or apparatus;

c) alternative solutions to a particular problem, veheris inappropriate to
cover these alternatives by a single claim.

241. Where AGEPI reveals that the application does ne¢trthe requirement
of unity of invention, it shall notify such fact tbe applicant and shall invite
him within three months from the date of dispatEthe notification:

a) to communicate which invention should be examined, awhere
necessary, to introduce clarity into the applicgatidocuments, upon
payment of the fee prescribed pursuant to Goverhi@enision No. 774
of August 13, 1997, for making amendments, or

b) to divide up the application into two or more apations, so that each
divisional application may not extend beyond thmits of the invention
disclosed in the initial application.

242. If the applicant fails to communicate within then& limit laid down in
Rule 241 of the present Regulations which inven{jonunitary group of
inventions) should be examined and fails to preflemtcorrected materials,
the first claimed invention (or the first unitaryogp of inventions) shall be
examined.

243. Where, prior to the issuance of a decision on itfs¢ filing, the applicant
fails to file divisional applications, the invemnti® which do not comply with
the requirement of unity of invention shall remaim the description,
provided that they do not form the subject-mattahe claims.

244. Filing of a divisional application if the initialpglication has been refused,
withdrawn or is deemed to be withdrawn shall nopbssible.

245. Lack of unity of invention may not be a ground faefusal of an
application or may not be claimed within the ac$iolor revocation or
cancellation of a patent for invention.

Section 11
Examination of Industrial Application

246. An invention shall be considered as susceptiblenadstrial application,
under Article 11 of the Law, if, having regard tetdescription thereof, it is
cumulatively obvious the following:



a) the subject-matter of the invention may be usddagt in one field;
b) the problem and its solution;

c) disclosure of the invention in the exemplary embeathts so as to enable
a person skilled in the art to carry out the inl@ntwithout undertaking
an inventive step;

d) the invention may be reproduced with the same cheniatics and effects,
as often as necessatry.

247. An invention shall not be considered as susceptitleindustrial
application if:

a) it is not disclosed in a manner sufficiently clead complete for it to be
carried out by a person skilled in the art, or

b) the successful realization thereof depends on tbkapility or existence
of certain individual abilities of the person whanccarry it out, or

c) the invention is contrary to the known laws of matu

248. Inventions in the field of medicine shall not bensmlered as susceptible
of industrial application if they relate to:

a) predestined methods and devices using the symbuwisa#tributes of
religious, mystic or ritual actions;

b) methods and apparatuses for curative action, baseithe use of some
fields for which the material composition is nogidified or is beyond the
sphere of fundamental knowledge.

249. If the examination reveals that the descriptiontre invention fails to
meet at least any one of the requirements proviolech the present Section,
it shall inform the applicant of such fact and shalite him to give a
response within a time limit of three months.

Section 12
Determination of Prior Art

250. AGEPI shall, for the purpose of determining theoprrt, carry out the
search in respect of the patent application onbth&is of the claims, the
description and the drawings and shall establighrébevant sources in the
prior art.

251. The prior art shall, subject to Article 8 of thew,abe held to comprise
everything made available to the public anywhertheworld by means of a
written or oral description, by use, or in any oty (the electronic means,
particularly the Internet and databases), befoeadtite of filing of the patent
application or of priority recognized, provided tth&te of making available to
the public be identifiable.



252. By “public” is meant any person or persons who dowithout restrictions
or liabilities of confidentiality disseminate knasdge of the invention.

253. Knowledge shall be regarded as made availableet@tiblic by use if, at
the relevant date, it was possible for any persasctjuire possession of such
knowledge and there was no bar or liability of coanftiality restricting the
sale, use or display of the subject-matter manufadtby the invention, or to
acquire possession of any knowledge deriving from gaid subject-matter
by display or use.

254. In the case of the following information sourcelse tdate of making
available to the public shall be considered to be:

a) for published descriptions relating to the titlels ppotection or to the
patent applications or applications for the registn of utility models —
the date of publication thereof;

b) for national or foreign publications — the datepaiblication, and where
the establishment of such date is not possiblesast day of the month
or from 31 December of the year indicated in thbligation, if the time
of publication is indicated respectively only bgtyear;

c) for research reports, the explanatory notes rgjatinthe experimental
works and other construction, technological andigeslocumentation
existing in the technical-scientific informationstriutions — the date of
receipt by the said institutions;

d) for technological normative documentation — theedatregistration with
the competent authorities;

e) for materials and papers of doctoral theses edwdd the status of
manuscripts — the date of receipt by the library;

f) for papers presented at a competition — the datpubfic availability,
certified by acts relating to the competition;

g) for sources of visual information (placards, draysn schemes,
photographs, models, products etc.) — the datevaifadility, confirmed
by corresponding acts;

h) for products displayed at an exhibition — the dafedisplay at the
exhibition, confirmed by a corresponding act;

1)  for oral reports, university lectures, commutiaas, including over the
radio, television, cinema etc. — the date on wiiheéhreport was made, the
lecture was delivered, the communication was ptesenf these are
recorded on a relevant carrier or are took dowrshorthand in the
prescribed manner in force on the indicated date;

]) for knowledge of a product, made available ® pblic by use of the
product — the date on which such knowledge was naadéable to the
public, confirmed by corresponding documents.



255. The documentary search shall, for the purposes atérehining the
relevant prior art, include consultation of documadion being in the
possession of AGEPI, contained in:

1. non-patent databases and collections with infomatietrieval
tools on the basis of keywords, at least for ttle &and abstract in
the English language, with a maximum retrospecéind coverage
from the geographical and thematic point of view;

2. patent databases to include at least the follovaaliections of
primary patent documents:

a) MD, FR, DE, CH, GB, US, JP, CN, RU, SU, WO, EP, EA;

b) published patent and utility model applicationediwith AGEPI prior to
the filing or priority date of the patent applicatiexamined,

c) the collection of the Republic of Moldova of inveris certificates of the
former SU, which were assigned a statute of limgeldlic access.

256. By “patent document” is meant: patents for invemtimventor’'s
certificates, medical patents, utility certificatasility model certificates and
patents, complementary certificates or patentaadisas the relevant
published applications.

257.  In determining prior art for the inventions contnin the short-term
patent applications, the general knowledge includesburces, predestined to
a general public, for example, encyclopaediaeiatiaries, manuals, guides
shall be taken into consideration.

Section 13

Search Report

258. AGEPI shall, following the search, draw up the skaeport on the
basis of the claims, with due regard to the desonmnd any drawings, on a
form elaborated on the basis of the relevant facommended by WIPO
and which serves the purpose of examining noveltliaventive step of the
invention. The search report shall serve, afteputslication, the purpose of
furnishing technical-scientific information relatiio the prior art.

259. The search report shall specify the indexes ofdlaation of the patents
for invention assigned to the subject-matter ofgatnt application, the
keywords and other data used in the search equ&liaiabases and other
sources used in determining the prior art shadl Bksindicated.

260. The search report shall cite those documents,ablaibt the time of
drawing up the report in the prior art, defined @n8ection 12 of the present
Chapter, which may be taken into considerationeiciding whether the
invention to which the patent application relateaew and involves an
inventive step.

261. Each citation shall be referred to the claims efplatent application to
which it relates, the degree of relevance of thedadocument by the symbols
used by the international searching offices ancgrevlappropriate, the
relevant parts of the documents cited.



262. The applicant may, in support of drawing up thedeaeport, file with
AGEPI the public search materials available to &imd their copies,
provided that AGEPI after drawing up the searcloregeturns these
materials to the applicant if they were original.

Section 14

Examination of Novelty

263. Novelty of an invention shall be determined in tielato the content of
the claims and the application field defined in description. An invention
shall not be considered to be new if a solutionrmtechnical features
identical to all technical features of the inventiocluded in the independent
claim is known in the prior art.

264. Where the invention is distinguished from the padrmerely by
destination, it shall not be taken into consideratipon examination of
novelty, unless the elements characterizing theragg®on of the invention
determine the existence of certain constructivieéhces, differences in the
stages of the process or other distinctions ofrthention from the prior art.

265. In determining novelty of an invention, the documsan the prior art
cannot be taken into consideration but individuédkythat invention (i.e. the
elements of prior art can be taken into considenadnly individually and
cannot be combined). In a unitary group of invamtidhe documents in the
prior art shall be taken into consideration induadly for each invention.

266. If the examination selects a patent applicaticedfivith AGEPI earlier
than the examined application, having the samenslaind which data are not
published, the examination procedure shall be swgzbup to the issuance
of a decision in relation to the application witkrlesr priority.

267. If the examination selects a patent applicaticedfivith AGEPI by
another applicant for an identical invention witle same date of priority,
such fact shall be notified to the applicant.

268. In the case referred to in Rule 267 of the preRagfulations, the
application having the earlier date of transmitbathe AGEPI, and in the
case of coincidence of the transmittal dates, fipiGaation having the earlier
number of filing with the AGEPI shall be examined)ess otherwise agreed
by the applicants.

269. Notification to the applicant of an examined apgiicn of bibliographic
data or of content of another filed identical apgiion shall be admissible
prior to the publication of particulars thereof ymlith the consent of the
applicant of another application.

270. Identity of the claimed invention in two identiagplications shall be
stated on the basis of the claims, in their lasting, submitted by the
applicant in the established manner.

271. If, following the examination of prior art, releviashocuments were
selected covering in whole or in part the new fezgdrom the claims,
AGEPI shall notify such fact to the applicant ahdlkinvite him to give a



response within a time limit of three months frdma tlate of dispatch of the
notification.

272. AGEPI may, at the request of the applicant, seacttpy of the relevant
documentary material, subject to the payment oféberescribed pursuant
to Government Decision No. 774 of August 13, 1997.

273. If the applicant has responded within the presdriime limit specified
in Rule 271 of the present Regulations, demonastydtis interest in the
support of the application, AGEPI shall, for thegmse of taking a proper
decision, keep on corresponding with the applicgnto the clarification of
all objections.

274. As relevant documents shall be considered thosendets in the prior
art the content of which covers in whole or in ghé extent of protection
sought by the applicant by independent claims.

Section 15

Examination of I nventive Step

275. The inventive step shall be assessed in relatidimet@laims and the
technical problem which the claimed invention selirethe patent
application. Examination of inventive step shalldagried out only for the
claims which fulfill the requirement of novelty.

276. The inventive step shall be assessed in relatiometgrior art including
more close solutions from which a mosaic of sohgies formed, containing
features of different close solutions and simitattte features of the
invention compared in its totality with the claims.

277. Patent applications registered with the AGEPI, Wwiwere made
available to the public after the filing date oéthpplication under
consideration, shall not be taken into considenamocassessing inventive
step, even if their filing date is earlier.

278.  An invention shall not have on its basis an inwanstep and shall be
considered as obvious, within the meaning of tlowigions of Article 10,
paragraph (1) of the Law, if from the analysisidd totality of prior art
solutions it is obvious by a further synthesis thatperson skilled in the art,
using his general knowledge, may arrive at thetgwluwhich forms the
subject-matter of the patent application.

279. A person skilled in the art shall represent, witthia meaning of Rule
278 of the present Regulations, a person consideredve access to the
whole prior art, possessing common abilities antega knowledge in the
technical field in which the technical problem salvin the invention on the
date of filing or of recognized priority is set.

280. Assessment of inventive step may be made by tHagmesolution type
approach providing for the following stages:

a) selecting the proximate analogue of the prior art;

b) determining the objective technical problem to bleed;

c) assessing the extent to which the claimed invenstarting from the
proximate analogue and the objective technicallprobwould have been



obvious to the skilled person at the date of filovgat the date of
recognized priority.

281. The objective technical problem may be differentirthe technical
problem presented by the applicant in the desonpif the invention,
depending on the prior art determined by the AGEPI.

282. In applying the provisions of Rule 275, an inventghall be considered
as involving an inventive step if it fulfills atdst one of the following
conditions:

a) it is not obvious to a person skilled in the aoinfra field of application of
the invention or from a field close thereto;

b) the person skilled in the art cannot, on the bafSkowledge in the prior
art, solve the problem as the invention solves it;

c) the need for the solution of the problem is pregamn& long time, and the
known solutions are up to the level of solutiorthia invention;

d) it is used, with or without amendments, in anofiedd, for the solution of
another problem, and the obtained effect is eliieisame or unexpected,
or superior to the effects produced by other in@stin the field in
which the invention is superposed, provided thefields may not be
close to each other;

e) consists in the combination of known features aphor art so that a
functional organic relation, a mutual influencesyaergistic effect, an
interaction or an interconditioning leading to Hehievement of a new
technical result is obvious;

f) has as subject-matter an analogous process by alrielv effect or a
substance with new, unexpected or superior quaigiebtained, or if the
raw materials are new, even if the achieved reswéthe same;

g) represents a selection in a process of partice@mical parameters
covered within a known range, producing unexpeefégtts in the
operation of the process or the properties of élsalting product;

h) represents a selection from a very large groupofpounds having
unexpected advantages.

283. In applying the provisions of Rule 278, an inventghall not be
considered as involving an inventive step if:

a) it consists in a simple enunciation of a problerthawt solving it, even if
the problem is new;

b) it can be arrived at merely one problem conceriinegsaving of materials
or energy, optimization of dimensions or reductiiost prices, without
achieving new or superior results;

c) it can be arrived at a problem merely by a simplesstution of materials
with known characteristics making them suitabletfat use and leading
to predictable effects;

d) the problem it solves refers merely to a chandernm or aspect for
aesthetic purpose;

e) it can be arrived at a problem by a simplificatiafithout maintaining at
least the known performances in the prior art;



f) it differs from the known art merely in the usens#ll-known equivalents;

g) it can be arrived at a problem by the common ugevoefor more known
solutions, and the predictable effect results ftbensimple summation of
the effects of each solution (the juxtapositiokiedwn solutions);

h) it can be arrived at a problem in the field of cistny or biology
consisting in a selection of a particular case feonongst a plurality of
previously protected components, provided that sedtdcted case would
not lead to special qualities or results in congmariwith those of the
plurality of components from which it was selected;

1) the solution of the problem relates to the selaatiba corresponding
known material and/or to the making of certain ¢tautdive changes
according to rules known by itself;

]) itrelates to a natural product which was not iefloed technologically;

k) it resides in the choice of particular parametgirsensions, temperature
ranges from a limited range of possibilities, whodluld be arrived at by
successive routine trial or by the application mdwn design procedures;

[) it can be arrived at merely by a simple extrapotatn a straightforward
way from the known art;

m) it consists merely in the use of a known technigue closely analogous
situation (“analogous use”).

284. Within the meaning of Rule 283, letter f), of thregent Regulations, a
means shall be considered to be an equivalenfeztare specified in the
claims if it is obvious to a person skilled in e that such means in the
claimed invention performs essentially the sametion, in the same way
and with the essential achievement of the samdtresu

285. If the examination reveals that the invention deassinvolve an
inventive step, within the meaning of Rule 282 &ule 283, AGEPI shall
notify such fact to the applicant and shall allaw lfior response a time limit
of three months from the date of dispatch of thigination.

286. AGEPI may, at the request of the applicant, sendthe prior art
documents taken into consideration upon assesshententive step,
subject to the payment of the fee prescribed putdoaGovernment
Decision No. 774 of August 13, 1997.

Section 16

Notification Delivered in the Process of Examination

287. AGEPI natifications shall be submitted in the foofman original
document, signed by the examiner and the chidie@tpecialized examining
subdivision and registered with AGEPI. Notificatsoshall be delivered to
the applicant or to the person designated for spoedence:

a) by recommended post;

b) by delivery directly on the premises of the AGERith the addressee’s
acknowledgement of the receipt, over the signaipied on the copy of
the document which remains at the AGEPI;

c) by technical means of communication.



288. Notification shall be deemed to have taken pla@nefithe addressee
refuses to accept the document or to acknowledgeptethereof, provided
that the addressee acknowledges receipt thereof.

289. AGEPI may, as often as necessary, send notificat@the applicant for
remedying the deficiencies or clarifying the issaesurred in the course of
examination of the application and shall allow larmime limit of three
months for response.

290. If, in the period for preparation of decision t@agt a patent, AGEPI
reveals that the claims have been amended (orppileant’s own initiative
or at the proposal of the AGEPI) so that amendroétite description is also
necessary or that there are deficiencies in thergi®n and/or drawings,
including those indicated earlier by AGEPI, but revhedied, the applicant
shall be invited to submit the description andi@awdngs (or the replacement
sheets) within three months from the date of d@paf the corresponding
notification.

291. If the applicant, within the time limit fixed in énotification, fails to
respond or request extension of time limit for e, AGEPI shall suspend
the examination procedure and shall invite himet@stablish the time limit
and to submit a response within six months fromdiduwe of expiry of the
omitted time limit, on payment of the fee prescdipeirsuant to Government
Decision No. 774 of August 13, 1997.

292. If the applicant, before the expiration of the tilmeit of six months,
under Rule 291 of the present Regulations, faifdé¢a request for re-
establishment of the omitted time limit, with conatant submission of the
response and the proof of payment of the correspgride pursuant to
Government Decision No. 774 of August 13, 1997 apglication shall be
deemed to be withdrawn, such fact being notifiethapplicant.

293. If the applicant, in the course of examination, sialsmitted a response
to a notification which must be analyzed, and #sult must be
communicated to the applicant, AGEPI shall senchtitdication with the
relevant analysis within a period of three montosifthe date of submission
with the AGEPI of the applicant’s response.

294. AGEPI may not take decisions before arrival of case or before
expiration of the time limit allowed for response.

Section 17
Examination of Requirementsfor the Grant of a Short-Term Patent
295. AGEPI shall, within a period of six months from tiileng date of the
application, carry out the examination of requiratedor the grant of a
short-term patent.
296. Examination, under Article 52 of the Law, shall eav
a) carrying out of the formal examination under Arid7 of the Law and
Rules 170-174 of the present Regulations;
b) carrying out of the preliminary examination undetiée 48 of the Law
and Rules 175-185 of the present Regulations;



c) checking of requirements provided for in Article @he Law and Rules
48-54 of the present Regulations;

d) checking for compliance of claims with the requiests under Rules 94-
124 of the present Regulations;

e) checking for compliance of additional materialsamfy, with the
requirements under Rules 501-505 of the presentlReons;

f) checking for compliance with the requiremeaftanity of invention;

g) checking for compliance with the requirements deptability of the
invention;

h) recognition of the priority claimed.

297. Checking for compliance with the requirements déptability of the
invention shall include:

a) checking for compliance with the requirement ofusilial application,
under Article 11 of the Law;

b) checking for compliance with the requirement of €loy, under Article
52, paragraph (2), of the Law;

c) checking for compliance with the requirement ofanitve step, under
Article 12, paragraph (2), of the Law.

298. An invention which forms the subject-matter of arstierm patent
application shall be considered as involving aremtive step if it is not too
obvious to a person skilled in the art and hastmartage for the use or
manufacture of the product or process claimedasrdnother benefit for the
user.

299. Where the examination, under Article 52, paragi@)hof the Law,
selects a patent application filed with the AGE#&lier than the short-term
patent application and unpublished, having the saems, the procedure
for the examination of the said application shallsispended up to the
issuance of decision on the application with afiexgoriority.

Section 18

Patent Application Examination Report

300. The procedure for examination of a patent appbcashall be completed
with an examination report drawn up and signedhieyexaminer responsible
for the examination of the application.

301. The examination report shall include:

a) mention of the bibliographic data of the patentl@ggon;

b) a brief statement of the subject-matter(s) of {h@ieation;

c) an indication of the procedures to which the appilo was subject after
payment of fees prescribed pursuant to Governmeanision No. 774 of
August 13, 1997,

d) an analysis of the invention from the standpoinp@tinence to the
categories excluded or excepted from patentingufiiciency of
disclosure, of patentability on the basis of tHewant documents noted in
the search report;



e) examiner’s conclusions and suggestions on the gfanpatent or refusal
of a patent application, stating the legal groumdsvhich they are based.

Section 19

Decision on the Grant of a Patent or on the Refusal of a Patent Application

302. If the examination reveals that the invention maditthe requirements
of patentability and fully comply with the requirents of the Regulations,
AGEPI shall, on the basis of the examination repssue the decision to
grant a patent, which shall be notified to the eaypit.

303. If the examination proposes a new wording of claithhe claims
accompanied by a corresponding notification shalirensmitted to the
applicant for coordination.

304. The applicant shall, within three months from tla¢edof dispatch of the
notification under Rule 303 of the present Regafetj submit to the AGEPI
the claims of which he approves, as well as thergesn of the invention
and, where applicable, any drawings, amended iardaace with the
proposed claims and shall, where he disapprovéseqgfiroposed wording of
the claims, present the necessary arguments. Eaduespond to the
notification within the prescribed time limit shédlad to the mentioned
materials being accepted by the applicant and ¢besibn to grant a patent
for invention shall be issued on the basis thereof.

305. Where the response to the notification is presewitdn the time limit
under Rule 304 of the present Regulations, butatasidirectly or indirectly,
without the necessary arguments, the applicantapgiroval of the proposed
version of the claims, AGEPI shall issue the deaigo grant a patent on the
basis of the materials from the version proposethbyAGEPI.

306. The text of the claims and, where applicable, ofate parts of the
description may also be coordinated by drawing wgpart signed by the
examiner, the chief of the specialized division #m@applicant or the
appointed representative.

307.  Where the grant of a patent on the basis of tkteofethe claims and the
description presented by the applicant is possist®/ided that there are
minor wordings which do not affect the subject-matthe decision to grant a
patent may be issued without coordinating withapplicant the text of the
claims and, where applicable, of some parts ofifseription of the
invention.

308. If the examination reveals that the invention egpeel by the claims
proposed by the applicant does not meet any otteeakequirements of
patentability, it shall issue on the basis of tkameination report the decision
to refuse the patent application, stating the spwading reasons, which are
notified to the applicant.

309. The decision to refuse a patent application shsdl be issued where it is
revealed that:

a) the claimed invention, expressed by the claimsistets of an
independent claim and dependent claims does ndtahé&sast one of the



requirements of patentability in respect of theejmehdent claim, and the
applicant does not consent to amend it;

b) the invention expressed by a single independemhchdthough
patentable, but its features expressed in the digmerclaims are of a
nature to impede the performance of the inventroih@ destination stated
by the applicant, or may serve as ground for camnsid the invention
contrary to “ordre public” or morality, and the dippnt refuses to amend
or exclude such dependent claims;

c) the claims proposed by the applicant contain aapeddent claim not
including one or several essential features presgantthe description of
the invention, due to which the invention doescatply with the
requirements of patentability, and the applicafiges to include such
features;

d) the group of inventions, for which protection isight, includes an
invention not complying with any one of the requaents of patentability,
and the applicant refuses to amend or excludel#ma< of that invention.
In such a case the decision shall confirm the paldity of another
invention(s), if such fact will be stated in theaeination process;

e) the invention does not fulfill the requirement @ity of invention, but the
applicant continues to refuse exclusion of thenetaior which a
substantive examination was undertaken:;

f) the identification of a feature(s) in the ofaiis impossible or that a
feature included in the claims does not relaténéoclaimed subject-
matter, and the applicant refuses to amend thmslai

310. Before AGEPI decides to refuse a patent applicati@hall inform the
applicant of the grounds for refusal of the appiaraand, where necessary,
of the references to the corresponding informasimurces and shall invite
him to file within three months from the date ofpiatch of the notification a
reasoned response to the stated grounds.

311. Where the applicant fails to present within thespribed time limit the
convincing arguments against the grounds for réffsthe application or to
file a reasoned response, AGEPI shall issued tbisida to refuse the
application.

312. The decision to refuse the patent application sfetransmitted to the
applicant, in which he is additionally informedtbé right to file, within two
months from the date of issue thereof, under Azttd of the Law, an appeal
with the Board of Appeals of AGEPI, where he digagrwith the grounds of
the decision.

313. The particulars of the decision to refuse the eadublished patent
application shall be published in BOPI.



Section 20

Publication of the Decision to Grant a Patent

314.  Within three months following the date on which #pplicant has been
informed of the decision to grant a patent, AGHRIllspublish the mention
of the decision to grant a patent in BOPI.

315. At the same time as it publishes the mention offna@sion to grant a
patent, AGEPI shall make the specification of thented patent containing
the description of the invention, the claims, theteact and, where
applicable, any drawings available to the publids library. The
specification of the patent may be additionally Isited in electronic form.

316. Waiver of the inventor’s right to be mentioned e publication of the
mention of the decision to grant a patent shatblken into consideration if it
has been filed not later than the date of issuahtd®e decision. The inventor
may not revoke his waiver within the same time timi

317. The patent owner is entitled to file with AGEPIesjuest for correction
of errors made in BOPI.

Section 21

Conversion of Application

318. Conversion of a patent application into a shomatpatent application or
vice versa shall be made by the filing by the ayapit of the relevant request
for conversion on a form approved by AGEPI, with tibservance of the
filing date and, where applicable, the priorityalaf the initial application in
accordance with Article 54, paragraph (3), of tlasvL

319. AGEPI shall check the accuracy of completion offitesl request and
the submission together with the request of thefppbpayment of the
corresponding fee in the amount prescribed purdoa@bvernment Decision
No. 774 of August 13, 1997. Failure to submit theop of payment of the
fee together with the request for conversion ohivibne month following
the filing thereof shall lead to the applicationngedeemed not to have been
filed and such fact shall be notified to the apgotic

320. Where the request fails to meet the establishedinergents, the
applicant shall be notified accordingly and shaithin two months from the
date of dispatch of the notification, be invited¢medy the deficiencies
noted.

321. If the request for conversion has been filed dfierexpiry of the period
of two months from the date of delivery of the demn to refuse a patent
application, the applicant shall be notified theg tonversion is not possible.

322. If the request has been filed within the prescrite@ limit and it fulfills
all the prescribed requirements, and the prooaghpent of the
corresponding fee in the amount prescribed purdoa@bvernment Decision
No. 774 of August 13, 1997 has been filed togethtr it, the applicant shall
be notified of the conversion of application.

323. If the request for conversion refers to an appbecathe examination of
which has been suspended and a request for rdigistabnt of the time limit



Is submitted together with the filing thereof, imnapliance with the
requirements of Article 91 of the Law, it shalltbeated as a converted
application.

324. An Eurasian application may be converted into @nat patent
application in accordance with Article 16 of ther&sian Patent Convention,
adopted in Moscow on February 17, 1994 (hereinéifter Eurasian
Convention”), ratified by the Parliament Decree Bd5-XIII of October 27,
1995 (Official Gazette of the Republic of Moldoi#®95, No. 65-66, Art.
723).

325. A patent application for which the procedure fauignce of a patent at
the responsibility of the applicant is conductedaccordance with Article
97, paragraph (4), of the Law, may be converten anpatent application
with substantive examination, subject to the filofca request for substantive
examination and payment of the fee difference pilesd pursuant to
Government Decision No. 774 of August 13, 1997efcamination at the
responsibility of the applicant and for substangxamination.

326. The converted patent applications shall be accatttediling date and,
where applicable, the priority date of the initglplication.

Section 22

Opposition

327. The opposition filed at the grant of a patent sbaiitain:

a) the family name, given names (denomination), addaesl signature of
the person who has filed the opposition;

b) the name, address and signature of the representatnere applicable;

c) the address for correspondence, where applicable;

d) the request for examination of opposition;

e) the number and filing date or the number of themaagainst which
opposition is filed;

f) the grounds on which the opposition is baasdyell as an indication
of the evidence and arguments presented in supptiteése grounds;

g) the proof of payment of the fee prescribed purst@@overnment
Decision No. 774 of August 13, 1997 for the filiahan opposition.

328. If the subdivision of AGEPI which has issued theisi®n notes that the
opposition does not comply with the provisions ofidle 57 of the Law and
Rule 327 of the present Regulations, it shall gadifch fact to the opponent
and shall invite him to remedy the deficienciesedowithin a period of two
months. If the deficiencies are not remedied intilme, the opposition shall
be deemed not to have been filed.

329. Any decision by which an opposition is deemed ndtdve been filed
shall be notified to the applicant, with the attaemt of a copy of the
opposition filed.

330. If the opposition is admissible, the subdivisioP A EPI which has
issued the decision shall examine, in accordantietive provisions of



Article 57 of the Law, whether at least one grotodopposition under
Article 57, paragraph (2), of the Law, prejudides grant of a patent.

331. If the opposition is admissible, the applicant Ehalnotified of the
opposition filed and shall be invited to file hisservations and to amend,
where appropriate, the description, claims and ohgswvithin a period of
two months.

332. Any observation and amendments filed by the applishall be
communicated to the other parties concerned arltishiée them to reply
within a period of two months.

333. Also, in the examination of opposition, the paatisthe request of
AGEPI, may file within two months observations atifications addressed
to them or on communications from another parfiée examiner may
require from the opponent or patent owner additiorfarmation necessary
for examination. Any notification made in the exaation of opposition and
all replies thereto shall be communicated to attips.

334. Where appropriate, in the course of examinatioopgiosition in
defining prior art, AGEPI shall carry out an adalital documentary search
and shall draw up a search report on a form apprbyeAGEPI.

335. A re-examination report shall be drawn up on th&adaf the opposition
examination results which shall be sent to allipart

336. Where itis revealed that the maintenance of tleestie to grant a
patent is possible by way of amendment, the paenter shall be invited to
make any amendments or to submit his own amendswueof the
description and claims, without extending beyoreldbntent of the original
application.

337. Before AGEPI decides to maintain the patent as dexnt shall inform
the parties of its intent to maintain the decidioigrant a patent in amended
form and shall invite them to file their observasowithin two months if they
disapprove of the amendments proposed.

338. If a party disapproves of the amendments commueuichy the AGEPI,
examination of the opposition may be continued e@tise, AGEPI shall, on
expiry of the period under Rule 337 of the pres&egulations, invite the
applicant to pay the fee prescribed pursuant toeGouent Decision No. 774
of August 13, 1997 for the printing of a new spieaifion of the patent,
within two months.

339. The decision to maintain the patent as amendetiahahin the text
forming the basis for the maintenance thereof. mkation of the decision to
maintain the patent as amended shall be publishB©OPI with the entry of
the mention of the result of the decision in theiddel Register of Patents
for Invention.

340. The re-printed specification of the patent shaligdseied within one
month after payment of the fee for re-printing, #mel particulars concerning
the issuance of the amended patent shall be pedlishBOPI and shall be
entered in the National Register of Patents foeiion.



341. If the fee referred to in Rule 340 of the preseagiations has not been
paid within the prescribed time limit, it may stié paid within two months
of notification of the communication concerning tadure to observe the
time limit provided that a fee for the re-printinga new specification of the
patent is paid in a twice amount.

342. Documents referred to by a party to opposition peakings shall be filed
in two copies. If such documents are neither erclos the opposition nor
filed in due time upon invitation by the AGEPIshall not take them into
account.

343. If the patent owner has surrendered the paterda®fdrfeited the rights
in the patent, the opposition proceedings may Inéirmaed at the request of
the opponent filed within two months of a commuticmafrom AGEPI
informing him of the surrender or forfeiture.

344. In the event of the death or legal incapacity obpponent, the
opposition proceedings may be continued by AGERtsawn motion, even
without the participation of the heirs or legal negentatives. The same shall
apply where the opposition is withdrawn.

345.  An opposition filed against a decision to granharsterm patent shall
additionally contain the request for search forghepose of stating the
novelty in respect of the invention which forms gudbject-matter of the
application for the grant of a short-term paterd #re proof of payment of
the fee prescribed pursuant to Government Decidmr/74 of August 13,
1997 for search and for filing of the opposition.

346. An opposition filed against a decision to grantéept at the
responsibility of the applicant, in accordance vtficle 97, paragraph (5),
of the Law, or to grant a short-term patent, sadditionally contain the
request for substantive examination and the prbpagment of the fee
prescribed pursuant to Government Decision No.ofAugust 13, 1997 for
substantive examination or for filing of the opyiwsi.

347. Examination of opposition under Rule 346 of thespré Regulations
shall be conducted within a period of nine montbhsifthe date of payment
of the fees prescribed pursuant to Government ecido. 774 of August
13, 1997.

348. If the examination is of the opinion that at leasé ground for
opposition provided for in Article 57 of the Lawgpudices the grant of the
patent, AGEPI shall revoke the decision to grapdt@nt and shall issue the
decision to refuse the application which shall bencmunicated to the
applicant and shall be published in BOPI with th&ein the relevant
register.

Section 23
Appealsagainst AGEPI Decisions
349. The appeal against a decision issued by AGEPI sbathin:
a) the name, given names (denomination), addressignatsre of the
appellant;



b) the name, address and signature of the representatnere applicable;

c) the address for correspondence, where applicable;

d) the request for examination of appeal;

e) the number and filing date or the number of thempiato which the appeal
relates;

f) the grounds on which the appeal is basedefisag/an indication of
the facts, evidence and arguments presented irodugithese grounds;

g) the proof of payment of the fee prescribed purstatiie Government
Decree No. 774 of August 13, 1997 for filing ofarpeal.

350. The appeal shall be accompanied by the copieseaklkevant materials.

351. If AGEPI notes that the appeal does not comply wWithprovisions of
Articles 32 and 58 of the Law and Rule 349 of thespnt Regulations, it
shall communicate this to the appellant and shalte him to remedy the
deficiencies noted within a period of two monttghe deficiencies are not
remedied in due time, the appeal is deemed natve heen filed.

352. If the appeal is admissible within the meaning dide 58 of the Law,
it shall be examined in accordance with the Reguriatof the Board of
Appeals of the State Agency on Intellectual Propepproved by
Government Decision No. 257 of April 2, 2009 (OficGazette of the
Republic of Moldova, 2009, No. 69-71, Art. 311) kvt three months from
the date of filing thereof.

353. Following the examination of appeal, the Board ppAals may issue
the decision:

a) to suspend the procedure for the issuance of atpapeto the final
settlement of appeal,

b) to refuse an appeal,

c) to partially or fully admit an appeal, disposing tlevocation or
amendment of the issued decision;

d) to reexamine an application.

354. Where the Board of Appeals issues the decisionttoduce certain
amendments in the decision to grant a patentait stform the applicant of
the need for payment of the fee prescribed purgoaBbvernment Decision
No. 774 of August 13, 1997.

355. If the Board of Appeals of AGEPI remits the casé® subdivision
whose decision was appealed, that subdivision bealound by the ratio
decidendi of the Board of Appeals, in so far asféuts are the same.

356. If the Board of Appeals transmits the applicationreexamination, the
latter shall be carried out within six months bg #xaminer which was
responsible for the decision appealed or by an sxamappointed by the
chief of the examining subdivision.

357. The examiner may require from the appellant thetiael information
necessary for the examination of the application.

358. A reexamination report shall be drawn up on thesbaisthe
reexamination, which shall be transmitted to tham8of Appeals for the
purpose of issuing a decision on appeal.



359. The decision of the Board of Appeals shall be comicated to the
appellant within one month of issuance and shapldgished in BOPI
within three months from the same date.

360. The decision of the Board of Appeals may be appaal¢éhe court
within two months of delivery.

361. A copy of the court decision authenticated by tgeature of the judge
shall be presented with the AGEPI by the persorceored. The court
decision shall be entered in the National Registé&ratents for Invention.
AGEPI shall enter in the register the amendmentsmed as a result of the
court decision and shall publish them in BOPI wittwo months of its
registration with AGEPI.

362. Appeals having as subject-matter the correctioceafiin material errors
or omissions shall not be subject to the paymefees.

Section 24

Suspension of Proceedings

363. The applicant is entitled to seek suspension ofgedings for
examination of the application for a period noteeding six months.

364. The request for suspension may be filed startiogn fthe filing date and
up to the date of grant of the patent or the daissae of the decision to
refuse the patent application.

365. Suspension of proceedings shall not affect theireopents:

a) for publication of the application;
b) for filing the request for substantive examination;
c) for presentation of response to the notificatiamfrAGEPI.

366. Suspension of proceedings in respect of a patguicapon or a patent
may take place ex officio where the applicant foowner of the patent has
failed to respond to the notification, has notifidél the necessary action in
accordance with the Law or the Regulations or lvapaid the fee within the
prescribed time limit.

367. The proceedings in respect of a patent applicatranpatent may be
suspended for a period of up to six months frondte of expiry of the
omitted time limit.

368. Suspension of proceedings in respect of the isguaha short-term
patent may take place ex officio where any thirdyphas filed the request
for documentary search or for substantive exanonatssuance of a patent
may be suspended prior to the conclusion of theckea substantive
examination.

369. Suspension of proceedings in respect of a patguicapon or a patent
shall be notified to the applicant for or ownettlod patent. If the applicant
fails to file within the prescribed time limit undArticle 91, paragraph (2),
of the Law a request for re-establishment of thé@tedhtime limit, the
application shall be deemed to be withdrawn.

370. Where AGEPI reveals the existence of an unpublisthextical earlier
application, with the same date of priority or weh earlier date of priority, it



shall suspend the examination proceedings in régpécat patent
application. The proceedings shall be suspendeamtdéie publication of the
earlier application or before the issuance of tha@sion thereon or before the
receipt of the applicant’s consent to the poss$jbdf disclosing the content
of the earlier application to the applicant of @sequent application.

371. If AGEPI has no possibility to contact the applicdar example, when
the sent correspondence is returned to the AGEIRedgon of change of the
applicant’s address and the data concerning trex atkans of contact are
omitted in the application, the prosecution of dpglication shall be
suspended up to the receipt from the applicarigsuccessor in title) of the
data concerning the new address for correspondence.

Section 25

Withdrawal of Application

372. A patent application shall be withdrawn at the esjwof the applicant
upon payment of the fee prescribed pursuant to (ovent Decision No.
774 of August 13, 1997 or by inaction thereof ia tases provided for by the
Law and the present Regulations.

373. The withdrawn patent application shall have nolleffacts; the
subsequent actions of the applicant cannot be lmsedch application
(upon filing the subsequent application prioritynoat be claimed from the
filing date of the withdrawn application or of tadditional material thereof).
The application withdrawn before the publicatioalshot be included in the
prior art.

374. The request for withdrawal may not be revoked.

375. The decision to refuse the application shall beedson the basis of the
applicant’s request for withdrawal of the paterlagation. The mention of
the withdrawal of the published applications sballpublished in BOPI and
shall be entered in the National Registers of Rapplications.

Section 26

Procedure Wherethe Applicant isnot Entitled to File a Patent Application

376. If a third party provides evidence to the AGEPItthe has instituted
proceedings against the applicant for the purpbseeking a decision that
he is entitled to the grant of the patent, AGERIlls$tay the proceedings for
grant unless the third party consents to the coation of such proceedings.
Such consent must be communicated in writing toNGEPI and it shall be
irrevocable. However, proceedings for grant maylsostayed before the
publication of the patent application.

377. Where evidence is provided to the AGEPI that a fleeision has been
taken in the proceedings concerning entitlemettieéayrant of the patent,
AGEPI shall inform the applicant and any other ypé#nat the proceedings for
grant shall be resumed as from the date statdteindmmunication, unless a
new patent application under Article 16, paragréphof the Law, has been
filed. If the decision is in favour of the thirdnhg the proceedings may not



be resumed after a period of three months of teeistbn becoming final,
unless the third party requests the resumptioh@ptoceedings for grant.

378. When giving a decision on the suspension of praogscdr thereafter,
AGEPI may set a date on which it intends to restimagroceedings for
grant before it regardless of the stage reach#éteiproceedings referred to
in Rule 376 of the present Regulations opened ag#ie applicant. The date
Is to be communicated to the third party, the ajapli and, where
appropriate, any other party. If no evidence hanh@ovided by that date
that a final decision has been taken, AGEPI maymesproceedings.

379. Where the person adjudged by a final decision terti#led to the grant
of the patent files a new patent application uiéicle 16, paragraph (1), of
the Law, the original patent application shall leemhed to be withdrawn on
the date of filing the new application.

380. The filing fee and examination fee, prescribed pans to Government
Decision No. 774 of August 13, 1997, shall be paicespect of the new
patent application within two months after theniijithereof.

381. As from the date on which a third party providegleuce to the AGEPI
that he has instituted proceedings concerninglemnt and up to the date
on which AGEPI resumes the proceedings for graetpatent application
may not be withdrawn.

382. An authenticated copy of the court decision shalpkesented to the
AGEPI by the person concerned. The court decisinall be entered in the
National Register of Patent Applications and shalpublished in BOPI.

Section 27

Ex Officio Examination

383. Subject to Article 88 of the Law, AGEPI may revake where
applicable, suspend its decisions in respect op#tent application examined
or the patent granted of its own motion, if relevdmcuments are identified,
before the issuance of a patent by the AGEPI, winak influence the
patentability of the invention, in particular thenspliance with the
requirements of novelty, inventive step and indak#&pplication and,
respectively, the said decisions.

384. Ex officio examination shall be carried out by #eamining Board.

385. If a decision has been revoked, AGEPI shall takeva decision in
respect of the patent application or the patenitgrhafter the settlement of
grounds which have determined the revocation ofrtitial decision.

Section 28

| ssuance and M aintenance of the Patent

386. AGEPI shall, within one month after the expiry gberiod of six months
of the publication of the decision to grant a patesue a patent pursuant to
Article 60, paragraph (1), of the Law. The patdralsbe formed of a
certificate for a patent, signed by the Directon&al of AGEPI, to which
the specification shall be annexed. The speciboadif the patent shall



include the front page (title sheet), the desaiptthe claims, any drawings,
where appropriate, and the search report on ths bbwhich the
patentability of the claimed invention was assessed

387. Where there is more than one owner, the patentishadsued to the
owner designated by contract between the applicknligre to submit such a
contract shall lead to the patent being issuetl@éapplicant first named in
the application. The co-owners of the patent ardritientors may request
that duplicate copies of the patent be suppligtdéon upon payment of a fee
prescribed pursuant to Government Decision No.of August 13, 1997.

388. Fees prescribed pursuant to Government DecisiorY Rbof August 13,
1997 for the issuance and maintenance of the ptteatperiod from the
filing date up to the issuance of the patent, idicig for the year of issuance,
shall be paid not later than six months from thie @& publication of the
decision to grant a patent.

389. If the owner fails, within the prescribed time ltrmnder Rule 388 of the
present Regulations, to file the proof of paymdrthe fee for the issuance
and maintenance of the patent for the indicatem@gethe proceedings for
issuance and maintenance of the patent shall lpeisded, such fact being
notified to the owner.

390. If the owner fails, within six months from the dateexpiry of the time
limit provided for in Rule 388 of the present Regjidns, to file the request
for re-establishment of the omitted time limit ahé proof of payment of the
corresponding fee, AGEPI shall issue the decisidioifeit the owner’s
rights deriving from the patent, which shall be commicated to the owner
and shall be published in BOPI.

391. The owner of the patent may request a duplicatg obthe patent be
supplied to him upon payment of a fee prescribedyant to Government
Decision No. 774 of August 13, 1997, after the mation in BOPI of the
mention of the loss or destruction of the original.

Section 29

Publication of Particularsof thelssued Patents

392. AGEPI shall monthly publish in BOPI the list of uexl patents. The date
of issuance of a patent shall be the date on whiglparticulars of the issued
patent are published in BOPI. The following parthcs of the issued patents
shall be published in BOPI:
(11) Number of the patent;
(13) Code of the type of document;
(51) International Patent Classification;
(21) File number;
(22) Date of filing;
(45) Date of publication of the mention of thecision to grant a patent: the
number of BOPI, the year.

393. The owner of the patent shall be entitled towlth the AGEPI a request
for correction of errors made in the patent.



Section 30

Extension of the Term of a Short-Term Patent and of a Utility M odel
Certificate

394. The request for extension of the term of a shart+gatent shall be
examined within four months from the date of filithgreof, upon payment
of a fee prescribed pursuant to Government DeciNion/74 of August 13,
1997 and filing of a request for documentary searaiespect of the
invention which forms the subject-matter of thersiterm patent.

395. The search shall be carried out pursuant to Sed of the present
Chapter for the purpose of establishing whether dhigject-matter of the
short-term patent is not comprised in the prior l&@ search report drawn up
by an international searching authority was anneadtie patent application,
a supplementary documentary search shall be cayuedn the basis of such
report, upon payment of a fee prescribed pursua@dvernment Decision
No. 774 of August 13, 1997. The search report @nsto Rules 258-261 of
the present Regulations shall be drawn up on tisgs bz the carried out
search.

396. |If it is revealed that extension of the term of leorg-term patent is
possible by way of amendments and upon paymenheffée prescribed
pursuant to Government Decision No. 774 of Augst1B97, the owner of
the patent shall be invited to make any amendment® submit his own
amended version of the description and claims witlextending beyond the
content of the original application.

397. The decision on extension of the term of a shomt@atent in the
original form or amended with the text of the adedpclaims shall be
delivered to the owner; the relevant mention shalpublished in BOPI and
shall be entered after the publication in the NatidRegister of Short-Term
Patents.

398. AGEPI shall, within two months after the publication BOPI of the
mention of the decision under Rule 397 of the pregegulations, reprint
and deliver to the owner a new specification of shert-term patent which
will additionally include the search report.

399. If AGEPI, after carrying out the search, reveaht tihe subject-matter of
the short-term patent is comprised in the prior aet relevant materials
covering all the features in the claims were selbat shall issue the decision
to refuse the request for extension of the term short-term patent, which
shall be delivered to the owner together with tearsh report. If AGEPI,
after carrying out the search, reveals that thgestdmatter of the short-term
patent is not comprised in the prior art, it shedue the decision to extend
the term of a short-term patent.

400. The utility model certificate, registered and issueaccordance with the
Provisional Regulations on the Protection of IndabktProperty in the
Republic of Moldova, approved by the GovernmentrBed\o. 456 of July
26, 1993, “on the Protection of Industrial Propemty the Republic of



Moldova”, may be renewed by the filing of a relevaaquest on a form
approved by AGEPI. The request for renewal shalilbd before the expiry
of the fifth year of validity of the certificate.h€ provisions relating to the
maintenance, surrender, limitation, cancellatiarticgpated loss of rights to
patent shall applynutatis mutandis to the utility model certificate.

Section 31

Revocation of Patent

401. Any person concerned may require revocation, inlevboin part, of the
patent by filing within such meaning with the cortgré court a reasoned
request for revocation of the patent, which sha&ldccompanied by the
copies of the relevant materials.

402. In the case of patents issued at the responsiklityhe applicant,
pursuant to the provisions of Article 97, paragréh of the Law, the court
shall, upon decision, suspend the proceedingsx@ammation of the request
for revocation before the presentation of a copy thé substantive
examination and research report, drawn up by thERIGt the request of the
person who has requested the revocation of thafate

Section 32

Surrender of Patent

403. The request for surrender of patent signed by Wineeo(s) shall contain
the following data:

a) the name or denomination and address of the owner;

b) the name and address of the representative, wphpregiate;

c) the address for correspondence, where appropriate;

d) particulars of the patent which forms the subjeattar of the request for
surrender;

e) the date of communication to the inventor(s), coméid by their
signature, of the owner’s intention to surrenderhatent;

f) the consent signed by the inventor to take overrigpe in the patent,
where appropriate.

404. Surrender of patent shall only be entered in théoNal Register of
Patents for Invention with the consent of the perato benefits from the
real right entered in the register or in whose n#meeentry was made under
Article 62, paragraph (4), of the Law.

405. If one of the owners surrenders the patent, thieitsabf the patent shall
not be suspended and the patent shall remain isepsi®n of the other
owners.

406. The request for surrender of patent shall only éented to have been
filed upon payment of the fee in the amount présci pursuant to
Government Decision No. 774 of August 13, 1997.

407. Where certain data referred to in Rule 403 of ttes@nt Regulations are
omitted in the request for surrender of patent, RGEhall notify the
applicant of the deficiencies noted. A time limit twvo months shall be



allowed for remedying the deficiencies in the resjder surrender of patent.
If the deficiencies are not remedied in due timeé amequest for extension of
the prescribed time limit is not filed, AGEPI shaélject the request for
surrender of patent.

408. If the owner surrenders the patent, the inventatl $tave a preferential
right to file a request for acquisition of thathign his name upon payment
of the fee for entry of the corresponding amendnmeihe National Register
of Patents for Invention and of the fee prescripadsuant to Government
Decision No. 774 of August 13, 1997 for reprintwiga new specification of
the patent.

409. Where the owner surrenders the patent and the@tovepproves of the
grant of the patent in his name, a request shdildmewith the AGEPI drawn
up on a form expressing the desire of the invetatdre granted the patent in
his name, signed by the inventor.

410. If the subject-matter of the patent is a licensat@axt, surrender of
patent shall only be possible with the consenthef licensee. If a license
contract has been registered, surrender of pateat be entered in the
National Register of Patents for Invention onlyeathe expiry of a time limit
of two months from the date on which the ownerhaf patent has presented
to the AGEPI a document stating that the ownerimi@asmed the licenseef
his intention to surrender the patent. If, befdre ¢éxpiry of such time limit,
the owner provides evidence to the AGEPI that tbenkee has given his
consent, surrender of patent shall be immediaggistered.

Section 33

Limitation of Patent

411. The request for limitation of patent shall conttna following data:

a) the name or denomination and address of the owner;

b) the name and address of the patent attorney, velpgr®priate;

c) the address for correspondence, where appropriate;

d) the number of the patent whose limitation is retpogs

e) the complete text of the amended claims and, whppopriate, of the
description and drawings as amended,;

412. If a request for limitation concerns a patent agiawhich opposition is
filed or revocation proceedings is initiated, tegquest shall be deemed not to
have been filed.

413. If a license contract has been entered in the NaltiBegister of Patents
for Invention, the request for limitation shall gdle admissible where the
owner of the patent has the consent of the liceasapon expiry of a time
limit of two months from the date on which the owoé&the patent has
informed the licenseef his intention to limit the patent.

414. Where certain data referred to in Rule 411 of tles@nt Regulations are
omitted in the request for limitation of patent, BBl shall notify the
applicant of the deficiencies noted. A time limit twvo months shall be
allowed for remedying the deficiencies. If the defhcies are not remedied



in due time and a request for extension of theqpitesd time limit is not
filed, it shall reject the request.

415. If a request for limitation of patent is admissibdEPI shall examine
whether the amended claims constitute a limitatisra-vis the claims as
granted or amended in opposition proceedings angblyowith the
requirements of Article 37 and Article 87 of thew.df the request for
limitation of patent does not comply with theseuiegments, the owner of
the patent shall be given one opportunity to cdraey deficiencies noted by
an amendment of claims and, where appropriaténeofiéscription and
drawings, within three months. If the deficiencaes not corrected in due
time, it shall reject the request.

416. If limitation of patent is admissible, AGEPI shisfue the decision to
limit the patent which shall be delivered to thégpé owner. Limitation shall
take effect on the date on which the mention ofdidesion on limitation is
published in BOPI.

417. The particulars of the decision to limit the patsiméll be entered in the
National Register of Patents for Invention.

418. The applicant shall, for the purpose of obtainingew specification of
the patent as amended, pay, within two monthsa#ipe of the decision to
limit the patent, the fee prescribed pursuant tegamment Decision No. 774
of August 13, 1997 for the printing of a new spieaifion of the patent.

419. The reprinted specification of the patent shalidseied within two
months after payment of the fee for reprinting, drelparticulars concerning
the issuance of the limited patent shall be publisih BOPI and shall be
entered in the National Register of Patents foeiion.

420. If the fee specified under Rule 418 of the pre§&dulations has not
been paid within the prescribed time limit, it sl be validly paid within
two months of notification of a communication pangtout the failure to
observe the time limit, provided that a fee for pinmting of a new
specification of the patent is paid in a twice antou

421. The particulars of the limitation of patent mayduklitionally published
in electronic form.

Section 34
Examining Board
422. The Examining Board may be formed, where necessattyin the
examining subdivision and shall consist of a chamrand two or four
members appointed by an order of the head of taming subdivision.
423. The specialists having any personal interest irek@mined case may
not be members of the Examining Board.
424. The Examining Board shall be formed in the follogvitases:
a) the claimed invention relates to more than onel fagld requires  the
participation of examiners in different fields;
b) the claimed invention is complicated and theredangbts as to the
accuracy of the decision to be issued (especiallthe case of decisions



on refusal of an application or limitation of thrdent of protection by
exclusion of certain features from the claims);

c) for examination, where applicable, of oppositiamsjer Article 57 of the
Law and Rules 327-348 of the present Regulatiams yeexamination of
appealed decisions, under Rule 353, letter dh@present Regulations;

d) for ex officio examination under Rules 383-385hw present
Regulations.

425. The Examining Board shall, on the basis of the emation results, issue
a decision by a simple majority of its members,chishall be signed by the
chairman and by the members of the Board havingdvfuir such decision, it
shall be entered in the Register of Issued Decssam shall be
communicated to the applicant for or owner of tagept or other persons
concerned.

CHAPTER IV
SUPLEMENTARY PROTECTION CERTIFICATE

Section 1
Application for a Certificate
426. The application for a certificate shall be filed @form approved by
AGEPI, within six months following the date on whithe pharmaceutical
and phytopharmaceutical product has been grantedraation for
marketing thereof on the territory of the Republidvioldova or within six
months following the date on which the main patexg been issued, if the
authorization for marketing has been granted bdf@essuance of the main
patent. Failure to observe the prescribed timet kimall lead to the
application for a certificate being rejected.
427. The application for a certificate shall contain:
a) a petition for the issuance of a certificate;
b) the name or denomination and address of the apglica
c) the name and address of the representative, wppreiate;
d) the number of the main patent and the title ofitkrention;
e) the number and date of the authorization for margedf the
pharmaceutical and phytopharmaceutical product.
428. The application for a certificate shall be accomeary:
a) a copy of the authorization for marketing, identifythe authorized
pharmaceutical and phytopharmaceutical product;
b) an abstract of the characteristics of the pharntaxaand
phytopharmaceutical product;
c) proof of payment of the fee for filing of the amaltion for a certificate,
prescribed pursuant to Government Decision No.ofAugust 13, 1997.



Section 2

Procedurefor the Grant of a Certificate

429. AGEPI shall, within one month from the date ofrfgithe application for
a certificate, carry out the formal examinationrézé and shall check
whether the requirements provided for in Rules 428-of the present
Regulations have been satisfied. If these requinésrieave been satisfied,
such fact shall be notified to the applicant. B fbrmal examination reveals
that the necessary documents are omitted in thiecappn or that they do
not meet the prescribed requirements, it shaliyntie applicant of the
deficiencies noted and shall invite him to remewn within three months
from the date of dispatch of the correspondingfication.

430. An examination shall, within two months of conctusiof the formal
examination, be carried out in order to establisleter:

a) the content of the application documents compligls thie requirements
laid down in Article 70 of the Law and in Rules 4248 of the present
Regulations;

b) the requirements provided for in Article 71 of theev have been
satisfied;

c) the characteristics of the pharmaceutical and gingomaceutical product
are covered by the claims of the main patent.

431. AGEPI shall, for the purpose of establishing whetirethe date of filing
the application the product has not constitutedstiigect-matter of a
certificate and whether it is protected by a maitept in the Republic of
Moldova, carry out a search covering the suppleargrgrotection
certificates and patents for the pharmaceuticalpgnytiopharmaceutical
products of the Republic of Moldova, as well asdpglications for
certificate filed with the AGEPI, having a datelgsarto the filing date of the
application. AGEPI shall, following the search,wnap a search report
indicating the particulars of the main patent dr@ldocuments selected in the
prior art.

432. If the application for a certificate meets the negunents laid down in
Rule 430 of the present Regulations, the followdata shall be published in
BOPI:

a) the number of the application;

b) the date of filing of the application;

c) the name or denomination and address of the apglica

d) the number and date of the main patent;

e) the title of the invention;

f) number and date of the authorization;

g) the product identified by the authorization.

433. If the application for a certificate does not miet requirements laid
down in Rule 430 of the present Regulations, th@iegnt shall be invited to
correct the deficiencies in the application witthree months. If the
deficiencies are not corrected in due time, AGHRlgssue the decision to



reject the application and shall publish it in B®thin two months of
Issuance of the decision.

434. Any person concerned may file with AGEPI a writtggposition against
the grant of the supplementary protection clain@@gposition shall not be
deemed to have been filed until the proof of paynoéthe fee prescribed
pursuant to Government Decision No. 774 of Aug@st1P97 has been filed.

435. Opposition shall be notified to the applicant, isthe grounds therefor
and the name of the person who has filed it. Thdiegnt may file his point
of view within two months from the date on whichwas notified of the
opposition.

436. If the opposition is reasoned, AGEPI shall isswedéacision to reject the
application for a certificate, which shall be commuated to the applicant
and published in BOPI within two months of issuance

437. The applicant may appeal the decision to rejecapi@ication for a
certificate before the Board of Appeals, within tmonths of delivery of the
decision and upon payment of the fee prescribesiaunt to Government
Decision No. 774 of August 13, 1997.

438. If no opposition has been filed at the expiry & grescribed time limit
or if any opposition filed has been rejected, AGEIRrall issue the decision to
grant a certificate which shall be communicatethtoapplicant.

439. The supplementary protection certificate shalldseieéd to the owner
within two months of delivery of the decision tagt a certificate, upon
payment of the fee prescribed pursuant to Goverhieaision No. 774 of
August 13, 1997.

440. The following particulars of the supplementary padton certificate
shall be published in BOPI:

a) number of the certificate;

b) date of issuance of the certificate;

c) name or denomination and address of the ownereotéhtificate;

d) number and date of the main patent;

e) title of the invention;

f) number and date of the authorization for marketasgwell as the
pharmaceutical and phytopharmaceutical producttiicksh by it;

g) date of entry into force of the certificate;

h) date of expiration of the certificate.

Section 3

Validity of Certificate

441. The certificate shall take effect, under Articleg f@ragraph (2) and (3),
of the Law, upon payment of the annual fees presdrpursuant to

Government Decision No. 774 of August 13, 1997nf@aintenance of the
certificate.

442. Validity of the certificate shall terminate:

a) upon expiry of the time limit provided for in Rudd 1 of the present
Regulations;



b) if the owner surrenders the certificate;

c) if the annual maintenance fee has not been paldnitite prescribed time
limit;

d) in the event of withdrawal of the authorization foarketing of the
product.

443.  Any person concerned may require revocation byBiberd of Appeals
of Chisinau of a certificate throughout its termvafidity on any of the
following grounds:

a) the certificate has been issued in violation otiregments provided for in
Rules 429-440 of the present Regulations;

b) the main patent has lapsed before the expiratiots tédgal term of
validity;

c) the main patent has been revoledvhole or in part to the effect that the
product covered by the certificate is no longetgeted by that patent;

d) grounds are in existence after the lapse of tha patient which justify
the revocation or limitation of the certificate.

CHAPTER YV
EURASIAN PATENT APPLICATION

Section 1

Filing of the Eurasian Patent Application

444, AGEPI shall act as a receiving Office for the Elaagatent
applications the applicants of which are naturdégal persons of the
Republic of Moldova or foreign natural or legal g@ns having their
residence or principal place of business in theuRkp of Moldova, under
Article 15 of the Eurasian Patent Convention.

445. The Eurasian patent application shall be drawnyughé applicant in
four copies in compliance with the requirements/gred for in the Eurasian
Convention and shall be signed by the applicahirepresentative.

446. The form of the Eurasian patent application shalelaborated by the
Eurasian Patent Office and shall be completed bfiplicant by
typewriting or printing, in Russian. The descriptithe claims and the
drawings shall also be drafted in Russian.

447. The provisions of Article 31, paragraph (2), andde 45, paragraph
(2), of the Law shall be satisfied at the dateegfistration of the Eurasian
applications.

448. If priority of one or more national filings is claed in a Eurasian patent
application, the relevant priority document or doeunts shall be filed with
the AGEPI together with the application.

449. At the same time as he files the Eurasian patehcagipn with the
AGEPI, the applicant shall pay the fee prescrib@dyant to Government
Decision No. 774 of August 13, 1997 for the receiptmal examination (for



the purpose of establishing whether it complieshe formal requirements)
and transmittal of the application to the Euragtatent Office.

450. The Eurasian paten application filed with AGEPIIchave the same
legal status as the Eurasian paten applicatiod Wwi¢h the Eurasian Patent
Office, where it has been transmitted to the EaraBlatent Office before the
expiry of the period of eight months from the daftdiling thereof with the
AGEPI.

Section 2

Formal Examination of the Eurasian Patent Application

451. The Eurasian paten application, filed with AGER! flmst or directly by
the applicant or his representative), shall be @@mba date of filing.

452.  AGEPI shall, within one month from the filing dagxamine the
Eurasian patent application and check whethemitatons at least the
following elements:

a) a request for the grant of a Eurasian patent;

b) information identifying the applicant or allowinge applicant to be
contacted,;

c) a part which outwardly resembles a descriptiorhefitivention;

d) proof of payment of the fee for the receipt, formaamination and
transmittal of the Eurasian patent applicatiom® Eurasian Patent
Office, prescribed pursuant to Government Decidlon774 of August
13, 1997;

e) a set of the documents mentioned as annexes futiasian patent
application, in four copies.

453. If the Eurasian patent application meets the reguents of Rule 33 of
the Regulations to the Eurasian Patent ConverAGEPI shall mark it with
the registration number and the filing date acconet, in accordance with
the date of filing thereof with the AGEPI.

454.  Subject to Rule 34 of the Regulations to the EaraBlatent Convention,
AGEPI shall send to the address of the applicastréficate acknowledging
the receipt of the Eurasian patent application. déréficate shall state the
registration number of the Eurasian patent applinathe date of receipt, the
title of the invention, the data concerning thelaapt and his representative,
if appointed, and also the filing date of the Eiaagatent application, if
accorded.

455.  AGEPI shall, within ten working days from the expaf each month,
send to the address of the Eurasian Patent Oftitkcation of all Eurasian
patent applications filed with AGEPI in the prevsomonth.

456. If, following the formal examination of the Eurasipatent application,
AGEPI reveals deficiencies as to the compliancé tie requirements
provided for in Rule 33 of the Regulations to thedsian Patent Convention,
the application shall not be accorded a date ioigfibtnd AGEPI shall notify
the applicant of the need to amend or completapipdication subject to the
provisions of Rule 33 of the Regulations to thedswan Patent Convention.



The date of filing shall not be accorded to thedsSian patent application
until all the deficiencies noted have been remedied
457.  If one of the documents indicated by the applieanannex is omitted in
the Eurasian patent application or if the applaratlocuments are not
submitted in four copies, AGEPI shall notify thesthe applicant and shall
invite him to supplement the application with tleguired documents within
two months of dispatch of the notification.
458. If the Eurasian patent application meets the reguents of Rule 33 of
the Regulations to the Eurasian Patent Conver@EP| shall transmit to
the Eurasian Patent Office three copies of theiegpdn, within four months
of the filing thereof. AGEPI shall send notificatito the applicant informing
him of the transmittal of the Eurasian patent aggtion to the Eurasian
Office and of the need for payment to the lattethefunitary procedural fee,
under Article 15(2) of the Eurasian Patent Conwenti
459. AGEPI shall complete the file of the Eurasian pasgplication, shall
attach the proof of payment of the formal examoratind transmittal fees
prescribed pursuant to the Government Decree Nbo7August 13, 1997, a
copy of the accompanying letter and copies ofhaldertificates and
notifications sent to the applicant and the EuraBiatent Office.
460. AGEPI shall keep the Eurasian patent applicationgfvdo not meet the
requirements of Rule 33 of the Regulations to thmkian Patent Convention
and which have not been amended or completed bgpiblkecant, and shall
notify the Eurasian Patent Office of the impos#ipibf transmittal to the
Eurasian Patent Office.
461. A Eurasian patent application shall be deemedmbave been filed if:
a) all the materials under the provisions of Rule B8he Regulations to the
Eurasian Patent Convention or of Rule 452 of tlesgmt Regulations
have not been filed prior to the expiration of ¢igtonths from the date of
receipt by the AGEPI of the Eurasian patent appboa

b) the Eurasian patent application has not beenveddiy the Eurasian
Office prior to the expiration of 14 months of iexeipt by the AGEPI.

CHAPTER VI
INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION FILED UNDER THE PCT

Section 1

Registration of the International Application

462. International applications filed under the PCT rbaythe subject of
proceedings before the AGEPI. In such proceedthgsprovisions of that
Treaty shall be applied, supplemented by the pravssof the Law and of the
present Regulations. In case of conflict, the miowvis of the PCT shall
prevail. Where reference is made to the PCT, sef@rence shall include the
Regulations under that Treaty.



463. The provisions of Article 31, paragraph (2), andc\e 45, paragraph
(2), of the Law shall be fulfilled at the date efyrstration of the international
applications.

464. AGEPI shall act as a receiving Office for the régison of international
applications, for the purpose of patenting invamgion other states, in
accordance with the provisions of the PCT.

465. AGEPI shall be competent to act as a receivingd®fivithin the
meaning of Rule 19 of the Implementing Regulatimthe PCT if at least
one of the applicants is a resident or nationahefRepublic of Moldova.
Any person shall be treated as a resident of tipeiBle of Moldova if it is in
possession of a real and effective industrial onroercial establishment in
the Republic of Moldova, under Rule 18.1 (b) (iiXlme Regulations to the
PCT.

466. A legal entity, under Rule 18.1 (b) (ii) of the Regtions to the PCT,
shall be treated as a national of the Republic oldglva if it is registered as
a legal entity in accordance with the legislatiémh@ Republic of Moldova.

467. When there is doubt as to the nationality or ressdan the Republic of
Moldova, AGEPI shall be entitled to request a doentary confirmation
within that meaning.

468. An international application shall be drafted bg #pplicant in
compliance with the requirements provided for i@ BCT and its
Regulations and shall be filed with AGEPI into mi¢he languages:
English, French, German, and Russian.

469. An international application may be filed:

a) on a form elaborated by the International Bureawt?O;

b) in the form of a computer print-out whose formad @ontent correspond
to the PCT form;

c) in a PCT-EASY form, being accompanied by a PCT-EAfkette.

470. The application form, the description, the claimd ¢he abstract shall be
typewritten or printed into one of the languagescdped in Rule 468 of the
present Regulations.

471. If the international application has been filecopto the expiration of
thirty days from the filing date of the nationaldipation, the examination of
the international application shall start after éxgiration of thirty days from
the filing date of the national application.

472.  The international application shall be filed witle AGEPI in three
copies so as to allow direct reproduction, anditisecopy to be transmitted
to the International Bureau of WIPO shall be gaé#ile enough as to allow
reproduction in an unlimited number of copies.

473.  If the international application is filed in lefgan the number of copies
or if not all the copies allow direct reproductixGEPI shall promptly
notify the applicant of the need to pay for thegamation of copies under
Rule 21.1(c) of the PCT Regulations.

474.  Filing of the international application shall becampanied by the
payment with the AGEPI of the international filiregarch and transmittal



fees within one month from the date of filing oé timternational application,
prescribed pursuant to Government Decision No.ofAugust 13, 1997.

475. If the required fees are not paid within the prbsd time limit and
amount, AGEPI shall notify this to the applicantdashall give him an
opportunity to pay the fees within one month ofpdish of the notification,
upon payment of an additional fee. If the presctibses and the additional
fee are not paid in due time, the internationalliappon shall be deemed to
be withdrawn.

476. AGEPI shall accord the international applicationehhmeets the
requirements of Article 11, paragraph (1), of P@Tirdernational filing
number. Such number and the international filintp ddall be entered in the
application form.

477.  The original copy of the registered applicatiorg tifing and search fees
shall be transmitted to the International BureaW®®O and concomitantly a
search copy shall be transmitted to the Internati®earching Authority if
the application meets the requirements of natieealrity, established in the
Law No. 618-XIll on State Security of October 3095 (Official Gazette of
the Republic of Moldova, 1997, No. 10-11, Art. 1And other normative
acts in the field.

478. AGEPI shall, as the receiving Office, transmit tiernational
application to the International Bureau of WIPO #&mel International
Searching Authority not later than the twelfth nfofrom the filing date of
the international application or not later thanein days prior to the
expiration of thirteen months from the priority eat

479. If the application is deemed to be withdrawn fon{payment of the fee
by the applicant, the registered copy of the apfbn shall be transmitted to
the International Bureau of WIPO together with tiogification of
withdrawal not later than fifteen days prior to #hiration of thirteen
months from the priority date.

480. If the registered copy of the application is traned to the International
Bureau of WIPO under Rule 479 of the present Reéiguis, but the applicant
has not yet paid the search fee, the search cadyrstt be transmitted to the
International Searching Authority, and a correspagaote shall be made in
the registered copy of the international applicgatio

481. If in the international application or in a separkgtter the applicant has
asked the AGEPI to transmit an authenticated céplyeopriority document
to the International Bureau of WIPO, but has nad par the preparation and
transmittal of the document, AGEPI shall inform #dpplicant of the need to
pay such fee under the existing tariffs, and afterpresentation of the proof
of payment it shall prepare and transmit the cophé International Bureau
of WIPO. In such a case, the applicant shall bparsible for the non-
observance of the time limits provided for in tH&TP



Section 2

Opening of the National Phase

482. The national phase shall begin immediately afterekpiry of the thirty-
first month from the date of filing or the datepofority of the international
application. The national phase may, at the recpfdsie applicant, begin
before the expiry of such time limit, provided ttia¢ request for opening of
the national phase drafted in the state languageform approved by
AGEPI, a copy of the international application @ne translation thereof in
the state language are submitted.

483. The translation of the international applicatiorthe state language,
including the description of the invention, theiwclg, the drawings, where
applicable, and the abstract, shall be furnishétlenversion in which the
international phase was finished.

484. The applicant shall annex to the documents merdiam&ule 482 of the
present Regulations the proof of payment of theesponding national fee
pursuant to Government Decision No. 774 of Aug@st1B97. If the fee for
opening of the national phase is not paid withio tmonths from the filing of
the above-mentioned documents, the internationalcgtion shall be
deemed to be withdrawn.

485. Upon opening of the national phase, the applicayt rmquest the grant
of a patent and/or a short-term patent.

486. The examination of the international applicationha national phase
shall be carried out in accordance with the prowisiof the Law and of the
present Regulations.

487. The date of filing shall be the date of internasibfiling and it shall be
entered in the National Register of Patent Applices, under Article 11.3 of
the PCT.

488. Where the priority of an earlier national applioatis claimed in the
international application, AGEPI may require thaiopy of that application
and a translation thereof in the state languaderneshed within three
months from the date of dispatch of the notificatio

489. An international application shall be treated astonal patent
application and shall be considered as comprisdaeiprior art within the
meaning of Article 8, paragraph (3), of the Lawthié conditions provided
for in Article 43 of the Law and in the present Rkagions are fulfilled.

490. A translation of the international application sl regarded as the
authentic text of the international applicatioramy proceedings before
AGEPI, except for revocation proceedings, in then¢wf the international
application or national patent granted on the baisikat application in the
language of the translation conferring protectidnal is narrower than that
conferred by the international application in taeduage in which it was
filed.

491. The particulars of an international application ethhas entered into the
national phase shall be published in BOPI withxarsonths from the date of



opening of the national phase, provided that thpi@gnt shall furnish to the
AGEPI a translation of the application in the stateguage.

492. AGEPI shall treat the international applicatioraasational application,
in the conditions of fulfillment by the applicarttbhe requirements provided
for in Article 33 of the Law, where the receivingfice has refused to accord
the application an international filing date or ktasted that the international
application is considered withdrawn, or if the hnt&tional Bureau of WIPO
has stated that the application has been consiaatledrawn for lack of
receipt of the original thereof.

CHAPTER VII
FINAL PROVISIONS

Section 1

Amendments and Additions of Application Documents

493. Amendments and additions of application documeogserning the
description, claims, abstract and drawings shaihbde by filing
replacement sheets. Replacement sheets shaledddi each copy of the
relevant document of the application in the statgyiage or of the
translation thereof in the state language, in at@oee with the requirements
of the present Regulations.

494. If amendments concern linguistic misprints, errarbibliographic data
etc. and do not lead to the diminution of imagelityuan the case of
reproduction, the need for introduction of correeti may be expressed by a
letter of the applicant, without submission of eg@ment sheets.

Section 2

Correspondence

495. Subject to Article 32, paragraph (4), of the Laasrespondence shall be
carried out in the state language. If, during thierse of proceedings before
AGEPI, any documents are filed in a language dthean the state language,
a translation thereof in the state language sleafil&éd within two months
from the date of filing of the documents, otherwtise documents shall be
deemed not to have been filed.

496. Correspondence with the applicant shall be deltvésehe address
indicated in the patent application in the namthefperson designated for
correspondence with the AGEPI or in the name ofdpsesentative. If such
a person is not designated, the correspondendebghadélivered to the
address of the applicant first named in the appiina

497. Correspondence shall be maintained for each apiplicaeparately.

498. The documents sent to the AGEPI after the filinghef application shall
contain a reference to the application number hadignature of the
applicant or his representative. Otherwise, the}l &ie not admissible for
examination.



499. The applicant may furnish documents or communiaatia electronic
form or by electronic means of communication, sthaebject to the
requirements provided for in Rule 29 of the pres&egulations. In such a
case, filing with the AGEPI within one month of @py of the document or
the communication on paper privately signed byaglicant shall be
necessary, accompanied by a statement on thetydehthe information
furnished on paper with the information furnishgoebectronic means or in
electronic form. Otherwise, the documents shatié&emed not to have been
filed.

500. In proceedings before AGEPI, any notification slealiend the time
limit for examination to a period equal to the titimait that has elapsed from
the date of dispatch of the notification up to dage of receipt of the
response.

Section 3

Additional Documents

501. In the period of examination of the patent appiaratthe applicant shall,
of his own volition or upon notification from AGEMe entitled to submit
materials supplementing, amending or correctingag@ication documents,
without modifying the subject-matter of the invemt

502. The applicant may, of his own volition, correctamnend the application
documents, without modifying the subject-mattethaf invention, within two
months from the regular national filing date withpayment of the fee, and
after the expiry of two months, upon payment offéeg but not later than
after the date of issuance of the decision to gagrdtent or to refuse a patent
application.

503. Additional documents submitted by the applicant emctaining
modifications and additions may be admissiblehd@ytrelate to:

a) features existing in the description and drawinighe regular national
filing and consisting of corrections and explanasiohereto;

b) the content of the claims, but relying on featwe®isting in the
description and drawings of the initial filing;

c) drawings, but relying on features existing in tlesatiption;

d) features which do not form the subject-matter ofase new claims or
which do not introduce new features in the origialms, they being
destined for a better understanding of the invantiothe application field
of the invention;

e) other additional documents, amendments and/oriaddjtwhere
necessary.

504. The additional documents shall modify the subjeattar of the claimed
invention if they contain features supposed tonotuded in the claims and
not included in the original application documeftite description, the
claims, the drawings and other graphic documentsssary for the
disclosure of the subject-matter of the inventidmit, which may serve as a
basis for establishing the priority of the inventio



505. If the additional documents modify the subject-matf the invention,
these documents shall not be taken into consideratithe part modifying
the subject-matter, and the applicant shall beledtio file them in a
separate patent application. Upon filing such asliegtion, priority of the
invention shall be established on the date ofdilnfi the additional
documents, under Rule 233 of the present Regufation

Section 4

Extension of Time Limits and Continuation of Proceedings after Non-
Observance of the Time Limit

506. The request for extension of a time limit or foragablishment of the
omitted time limit shall be drafted in a free form.

507. The time limit necessary for re-establishment mayndicated by the
applicant directly in the request for extensiorseveral consecutive
applications may be filed, provided that each sgbeet application is filed
prior to the expiry of the time limit re-establishky the previous application.

508. Failure to observe the time limit for filing thegueest for extension shall
lead to the request being deemed inadmissible, fagtishall be notified to
the applicant.

509.  An applicant for or owner of a patent shall fite trequest for re-
establishment of the omitted time limit, draftechifree form, not later than
six months from the date of expiry thereof. Othemyithe patent application
shall be deemed to be abandoned and refused, @ sion on loss of rights
shall be issued in respect of the patent, suchoksiog notified to the
applicant.

510. Proof of payment of the corresponding fee in thewamh prescribed
pursuant to Government Decision No. 774 of Aug@st1BP97 and all the
necessary documents shall be annexed to the rfqQuestestablishment of
the time limit. Otherwise, the request for re-eksimnent of the omitted time
limit shall be deemed not to have been filed, dachbeing notified to the
applicant.

Section 5

Re-establishment of Rights

511. An applicant for or owner of a patent who, in spfell due care
required by the circumstances having been takes wvable to observe a
time limit vis-a-vis the AGEPI shall have his right-established upon
request if the non-observance of this time limig b#e direct consequence of
causing the refusal of the patent application ca céquest, or the deeming of
the application to have been withdrawn, or the cation of the patent, or the
loss of any other right or means of redress.

512. Re-establishment of rights shall be made upon payofehe fee
prescribed pursuant to Government Decision No.ofAugust 13, 1997 and
filing of the documents stating the grounds for-otrservance of the time
limit.



513. Atthe same time as he files the request for tabishment of rights,
the applicant shall file the act confirming the eh&nce of the omitted time
limit.

514. For re-establishment of rights in respect of amatée act provided for
in Rule 513 of the present Regulations shall begtbef of payment of the
fee, prescribed pursuant to Government Decision/™d.of August 13,
1997, for the period of grace of six months anthefannual maintenance fee
in the prescribed amount, whose time limit for paytnwas omitted.

515. If the request for re-establishment of rights doatsstate the grounds for
non-observance of the time limit, the applicantdoowner of a patent shall
submit these grounds, confirmed by acts, withintitme limit indicated in
the notification from AGEPI.

516. AGEPI shall, within one month, examine the reqbeste-
establishment of rights, the acts certifying theugds for non-observance of
the time limit, the compliance with the requirengeptovided for in Rules
513-515 of the present Regulations, and shall éemidthe admission or
refusal of the request for re-establishment oftagh

517. If the request for re-establishment of rights doasmeet the
requirements laid down in Rules 511-515 of the gme&egulations, AGEPI
shall notify the applicant for or owner of the pdtef the reasons which
serve as ground for refusal of the request forstakishment of rights and
shall invite him to submit his possible observagiom the intent to refuse this
request within three months of dispatch of thefioatiion. If the documents
submitted by the applicant for or owner of the pato not certify the
grounds for non-observance of the time limit cainfy response has not been
submitted within the prescribed time limit, AGEPId decide to refuse the
request for re-establishment of rights.

518. Particulars of the applications upon which the pthae for re-
examination has been resumed and reinstated pataitde published in
BOPI.

Section 6

TimeLimits

519. Computation shall start from the date of dispaticthe procedural acts,
the date of dispatch being deemed to be the datéhanin the procedural acts
were marked by the relevant subdivision of AGERhwhe date of dispatch.

520. Procedural acts, mailed to AGEPI, shall be deemdxtperformed if
they have been delivered to the post office podhe expiration of the
prescribed time limit, in accordance with the apglpost office stamp.

521. Any procedural act, sent to AGEPI by facsimile grebectronic means
of communication prior to the expiration of the sebed time limit, shall be
deemed to be performed in due time if the origafdhe act has been
submitted with the AGEPI within one month from thegte of expiry of the
prescribed time limit.



Section 7

Registers of AGEPI

522. Keeping of registers shall be carried out in acanoa with the
provisions of the legislation in force.

523. The mentioned registers shall contain the followendries:

a) number and date of filing of the patent application

b) title of the invention;

c) classification symbols assigned to the application;

d) family name, given names, address and the Statbich the
residence/principal place of business of the apptior or owner of the
patent;

e) family name, given names and address of the invEm)to

f) family name, given names and address of the remiases;

g) priority data (date, State and file number of thevpus application);

h) in the event of a division of the application, thenbers of all the
divisional applications;

1) inthe case of divisional applications or new aggiions under Article 16,
paragraph 1(b), of the Law, the information refdn® in sub-paragraphs
(a) and (g) with regard to the earlier application;

]) date of publication of the application;

k) date of filing of the request for substantive exaation;

[) date on which the application is refused, withdrawdeemed to be
withdrawn;

m) date of publication of the mention of the granthasf patent;

n) date of filing opposition;

0) date and purport of the decision on opposition;

p) dates of stay and resumption of proceedings;

g) date of issuance of the patent;

r) date of re-establishment of rights;

s) rights and transfer of such rights relating to tepaapplication or a
patent.

524. Transfer of rights relating to a patent applicatsbiall, upon request, be
entered in the National Register of Patent Applices, provided that the
documents certifying the transfer have been filgth WGEPI and the fee
prescribed pursuant to Government Decision No.of August 13, 1997 has
been paid.

525. The provisions of Rule 524 of the present Regutatishall apply
mutatis mutandis to the entry of assignment or transfer of a lieesusd the
entry of a right or transfer of a real right retgtito a patent application and
enforcement of such application.

526. Entries provided for in Rules 524 and 525 of thespnt Regulations
shall, upon request, be erased, provided thaketh@rfescribed pursuant to
Government Decision No. 774 of August 13, 1997lheen paid. The
application shall be accompanied by documentsfgiegi the exhaustion of



rights or by a statement in which the owner ofright expresses his consent
to the erasure of the entry in the register.

Section 8

Proceduresfor Public I nspection

527.  After the publication of the patent applicatiorBOPI, any person shall
be entitled to obtain inspection of the files bguesting copies of the
documents relating to such patent application,estilip the filing of a
request therefor and payment of the correspona@iagéirsuant to
Government Decision No. 774 of August 13, 1997.

528. Files relating to a patent application which ishalitawn and has not
been published earlier may only be made availalslenspection with the
written consent of the applicant or on requeshefdourt.

529. Prior to the publication of the patent applicatisiGEPI may
communicate to third parties, upon payment of ttreesponding fee
pursuant to Government Decision No. 774 of Aug@st1B97, the following
bibliographic data:

a) the number of the patent application;

b) the date of filing and, where priority has beennstd, the date of priority,
the State and the file number of the previous appbn;

c) the name or denomination of the applicant;

d) the title of the invention.

530. The parts of the file which shall be excluded frimspection shall be:

a) the documents relating to the draft decisions asiat@s which are not
communicated to the parties;

b) the documents used for the preparation of AGEPiktets and notices,
within the limits of the Law No. 982-XIV of May 12000, on Access to
Information (Official Gazette of the Republic of Mova, 2000, No. 88-
90, Art. 664);

c) the documents relating to the designation of threntor, if he has waived
his right to be mentioned in the application docoteg

d) the documents relating to the amendment of or aibjezto members of
the Board of Appeals.

531. If the documents which are not excluded from infpadear
confidential inscriptions, inspection of the filgisall be of the copies of such
documents, omitting the said inscriptions.

532. Restrictions on inspection of the files, under RW80 and 531 of the
present Regulations, shall not apply to inspeatidtie files by courts.

533. Subject to the restrictions provided for in Arti€é of the Law and in
Rule 531 of the present Regulations, AGEPI maynupguest,
communicate information contained in the files,jsabto the payment of the
fee prescribed pursuant to Government Decision/Md.of August 13, 1997.

534. The applicant shall be entitled to request from AGEopies of the files
mentioned in the notification, decision or seamghart. AGEPI shall, within
two months from the date of receipt of the reque=td copies of the files,



upon payment of the corresponding fee pursuanoieeament Decision No.
774 of August 13, 1997.

Annex 2 to the Gover nment Decree No. 528 of September 1, 2009
List of Abrogated Gover nment Decrees
1. Government Decision No. 456 of July 26, 1993, ‘loa Protection
of Industrial Property in the Republic of Moldova”.
2. Paragraph 2 of the Government Decision No. 837exfdinber 21,
1995, “on Amendment and Abrogation of Certain Gawsgnt
Decisions of the Republic of Moldova (Official Géeeof the
Republic of Moldova, 1996, No. 17-18, Art. 124).
3. Government Decision No. 281 of May 22, 1996, “onekxrdment
of the Provisional Regulations on the Protectiomadtistrial
Property in the Republic of Moldova” (Official Gatze of the
Republic of Moldova, 1996, No. 40-41, Art. 339).
4. Government Decision No. 492 of May 29, 1997, “orrdgation of
Certain Provisions of the Provisional Regulationgtee Protection
of Industrial Property in the Republic of Moldov@fficial
Gazette of the Republic of Moldova, 1997, No. 434¢. 460).

Government Decisions

528/01.09.2009 Decision on the Approval of the Ratgans on the Procedure of Filing and
Examination of a Patent Application and of Granadtatent /Official Gazette 138-139/593,
08.09.2009



