


Remuneration on
Farm Saved Seed -

experiences from Sweden
Per Henriksson

Swedish Seed Trade Association



Swedish Seed Trade 
Association ”SVUF”

Association of Swedish plant breeding and 
seed companies
ü Responsible for organising, monitor and collect 

remuneration on farm saved seed – on behalf of 
the variety owner.

ü Monitor legal issues relating to seed and plant 
breeders right nationally as well as on European 
level.

ü Members of the European Seed Association.   



Farm Saves Seed, FSS
point to be addressed

ü What the legal texts dictates
ü Plant breeding – essential to secure 

prosperous farming in the future  
ü Royalty fee on commercial seed and 

remuneration on FSS  - to secure maintained 
investments by the plant breeding companies

ü Practices and experiences of FSS remuneration 
in Sweden
• Dialog with the farmers union
• Communication and transparency 



FSS – farm saved seed

Council Reg. no: 2100/94, (part 2 chapter 3 art. 14.1)

”farmers are authorized to use for propagating purposes in 
the field, on their own holding the product of the harvest
which they have obtained by planting, on their own holding, 
propagating material of a variety other than a hybrid or 
synthetic variety, which is covered by a Community plant 
variety right.”

“…farmers shall be required to pay an equitable remuneration 
to holder of the plant variety right for the propagated 
variety…” 



FSS remuneration –
legal frame work

• Cornerstones of the ‘agricultural exemption’

ü Safeguarding the legitimate interests of the 
breeder and the farmer

ü Obligation of farmers to provide 
information

ü Obligation of farmers to pay an equitable 
remuneration



Why is it necessary to invest in variety 
development specifically for the Nordic 

countries?

Ø Climatic changes
ü Geographic production limits

moves north.

ü … but day length unchanged…

Ø Increased pressure from plant pathogens

Ø Demand from the market changes – new 
and/or improved quality demands. 



Vegetation period today



Expected changes in vegetation period by 2040



Expected consequences of increased 
temperature and changes in climatic 

conditions
Ø Borderline for production of different crops 

moves north. As a consequence plant pathogens 
will also have a more northerly infection range.

Ø rust species

Ø fusarium



Changing or new quality demands 
on the harvested products

Value 
parameters for 
feed quality

Request and new 
quality demands 
from the food 
processing industry

New areas of use with 
unique quality demands

http://www.all-creatures.org/anex/pig-01.jpg


Big steps forward in plant breeding demands 
new techniques and research 

breakthroughs. 
In classic selection work the knowledge of 
certain individual traits are very good. 

With a known ”map” you 
will improve the possibility 
to select the optimal trait 
combinations.



Implementation of new molecular biology 
knowledge gives improved selection techniques.

Knowledge of the ”DNA drawings” for trait combinations 
of the optimal variety increases fast. 

Ø DNA sequences know for several important crops

Ø Intensive work is ongoing for the cereal species



….in other words…
License fees and remuneration on FSS 

is a low cost insurance premium to 
ensure plant breeding and variety 
development for future production 

challenges



Royalty fee on certified seed

Ø To have access too, and produce a crop from seed 
of  a protected variety, the farmer will have to 
render a royalty fee to the variety owner.

Ø ’Repayment’ to the plant breeding companies 
for their investment in R&D during the selection 
process to develop a new and improved variety

Ø The variety is protected for a period of 25 years 
(potato varieties 30 years).



Seed price – the sum of 
different components

Production cost  
seed 

production
40%

Seed cleaning 
& processing 

10%

Seed treatment 
& packaging

10%
Analysis & 

quality control 
5%

Logistics etc.
20%

Royalty
15%



The FSS-fee collection setup in 
Sweden

• An annual agreement between the 
farmers union, representing the growers 
and SVUF, representing the plant breeders 
and seed companies.

ü remuneration level in relation to the charged 
royalty fee on commercial seed

ü communication and control protocol



Remuneration level on FSS 
compared with the royalty fee

According to the agreement 
with the Farmers Union the 
remuneration level for FSS 
in Sweden is 70% of with 
the royalty level on certified 
seed



The FSS-fee collection 
arrangement in Sweden

• SVUF has access to address and acreage data of 
growers from the Single Payment Scheme register.

• Seed declaration forms and information sent to all 
farmers required to report their seed use.

ü ‘small farmers’ exempt from the requirement to 
report and pay remuneration for farm saved seed.



‘Small farms’ – Swedish definition
According to the implementation reg 1768/95  
‘small farm’ should annually maximum produce:
ü 92 tonnes of cereals
ü 185 tonnes of potatoes

In Sweden this has, in agreement with the farmers 
union been converted to:
ü 23,7 ha total acreage of arable land on the 

holding
ü 4,2 ha potato production 



The FSS-fee collection 
arrangement in Sweden

• SVUF has access to address and acreage data of 
growers from the Single Payment Scheme register.

• Seed declaration forms and information sent to all 
farmers required to report their seed use.

ü ‘small farmers’ exempt from the requirement to 
report and pay remuneration for farm saved seed.





The FSS-fee collection 
arrangement in Sweden

• SVUF has access to address and acreage data of 
growers from the Single Payment Scheme register.

• Seed declaration forms and information sent to all 
farmers required to report their seed use.
ü ‘small farmers’ excluded as farm saved seed from of 

charge for small farmers.

Ø If farm saves seed used, the farmer should report:
ü name of variety.

ü quantity seed drilled.

• Seed declaration can be reported on the sent out 
printed form or filled in on the SVUF website.



Seed used in Sweden -  5 years

76% 70%
85%

70%

15% 21%

14%

20%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Winter wheat Spring wheat Spring barley Oat

 'Brown
bagging'
FSS

Cert.seed



http://www.math.iupui.edu/~mmisiure/kwiaty/len.jpg




Utilisation of new molecular biology 
knowledge and new selection techniques.

In maize breeding, where new selection techniques was 
first introduced, significant steps forward in variety 
development has been made.

Mean yield 
ton/ha (rel.values)

EU-28 USA

wheat Maize wheat maize

1999 4,97 (100) 2,87 (100)

2009 5,41 (109) 2,99 (104)

Ref: FAOSTAT

5,79 (100) 8,40 (100)

6,08 (105) 10,34 (123)

http://affiliates.allposters.com/link/redirect.asp?item=2851388&AID=81977&PSTID=1&LTID=1&lang=1


Agricultural plant species, to which the 
FSS exemption may apply

21 species for the 
entire EU

http://www.math.iupui.edu/~mmisiure/kwiaty/len.jpg


Agricultural plant species, to which the 
FSS exemption may apply

Forage crops – 8 species

1. Cicer arietinum - chickpea

2. Lupinus luteus – yellow lupin

3. Medicago sativa – lucerne

4. Pisum sativum – field pea

5. Trifolium alexandrinum – Egyptian clover

6. Trifolium resupinatum – Persian clover

7. Vicia faba – field bean

8. Vicia sativa – common vetch

http://biyolojiegitim.yyu.edu.tr/flora/yembitkileri/images/Lolium%20multiflorum%20Lam_jpg.jpg


Agricultural plant species, to which the 
FSS exemption may apply

Cereals - 9 species

1. Avena sativa – oats 

2. Hordeum vulgare – barley 

3. Oryza sativa – rice 

4. Phalaris canariensis – canary grass

5. Secale cereale – rye

6. Triticosecale – triticale

7. Triticum aestivum – wheat

8. Triticum durum – durum wheat

9. Triticum spelta - spelt.



Agricultural plant species, to which the 
FSS exemption may apply

Potato - 1 species

Solanum tuberosum – potato

Oil and fibre plants - 3 species
1. Brassica napus – rapeseed, 
2. Brassica rapa – turnip rape,
3. Linum usitatissimum - linseed,

(excluding fibre flax)



It is of the utmost 
importance to secure 

return on investments to 
maintain interest in plant 

breeding to secure reliable 
variety development also 

in the future.....
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