
Opening Remarks 

Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Food Industry, Mr. Nicholae OLARU 

Deputy Director General AGEPI, Mr. Ion TIGANAS 

President of the CPVO, Mr. Martin EKVAD 

Distinguished participants, Ladies and gentlemen, 

I would like to express my thanks to: 

• TAIEX 

• the State Agency on Intellectual Property of the Republic of Moldova 

(AGEPI) and 

• the Community Plant Variety Office of the European Union (CPVO) 

for giving me this opportunity to come to Chisinau and to the Republic of 

Moldova for the first time. 

I would also like to express my sincere thanks for the warm hospitality that I 

have been offered by the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Industry, the State 

Commission for Plant Variety Testing and the State Agency on Intellectual 

Property of the Republic of Moldova. It has made my first visit to the 

Republic of Moldova a memorable one - and will ensure that I already look 

forward to my next visit. Although I have never visited this country before, I 

already had some indication of both the hospitality and the importance of 

agriculture in this country on the occasion of UPOV's 50 lh anniversary in 

2011, when Mr. Machidon presented us with a beautiful engraved plate 

depicting some of the fruits of Moldovan agriculture. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, 
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Throughout the World, agriculture has the challenge of providing food security 

and economic development in the rural sector. That challenge becomes 

greater in an era of climate change. In the Republic of Moldova, you are 

certainly aware of climatic challenges - such as drought - and the importance 

of having an agricultural system that can withstand those challenges. New 

varieties of plants are one of the most valuable tools Jo meet those 

challenges. 

The UPOV Convention provides the basis for members to encourage plant 

breeding by granting breeders of new plant varieties an intellectual property 

right: the breeder's right. The Republic of Moldova saw the potential benefits 

of plant breeders' rights back in 1998, when it became a member of UPOV. 

The aim of this workshop is to raise awareness of the possibility and 

importance of protecting new plant varieties and the need for effective 

enforcement of breeders' rights. That is an excellent initiative and one that is 

always 'relevant because the plant breeding sector is one that evolves over 

time. 

When we talk about the protection of new varieties of plants, it is important to 

remember that the UPOV system provides incentives for aII types of 

breeders. 

It provides new opportunities for breeding in the private sector, including the 

possibility for farmers to become breeders or seed companies to develop 

breeding programs. In the case of countries in which plant breeding has 

been based on the work of public sector institutes, that is an important 

feature to emphasize not just when plant breeders' rights are introduced but 

also during the development of the system at the national level. 
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However, it should not be forgotten that, in most UPOV members, the public 

sector has an important role to play as a plant breeder. 

But it is important for the public sector to protect their varieties at home and 

abroad. If there is no protection, there is no possibility to receive an income 

for the institute, for example when a variety is used by farmers in a 

neighboring country - without protection the government is subsidizing 

agriculture for its neighbors. Example of Fuji apple variety in dapan. 

Within UPOV we see that a substantial number of applications for plant 

breeders' rights are made by breeders from the public sector. That is 

because public sector breeders have recognized how PBR can help them to 

deliver maximum public good, not least through partnerships with the private 

sector. Publicprivate partnerships have been an effective tool for clarifying 

breeding aims, developing effective seed supply systems that deliver high 

quality seed of the rights varieties to farmers and, therefore, providing a 

source of income to breeders. 

When we talk of the UPOV system, it is because there is an international 

dimension to an effective system of plant variety protection . In particular, one 

of the key benefits of UPOV membership is that it encourages breeders from 

throughout the World to introduce their best new varieties into a country, in 

the knowledge that there is a UPOV endorsed system of protection. This is of 

great benefit for farmers in UPOV members and can provide access to 

valuable international markets. Furthermore, once foreign varieties are 

released in a country, they can be freely used by breeders in that country in 

their breeding programs, thanks to the breeder's exemption in the UPOV 

Convention. This helps to develop the breeding capacity and also, in turn, 

enables domestic breeders to become internationally competitive. I was in 

the Republic of Korea a few weeks ago, where I learnt that, because of this 
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phenomenon, the rose breeders in the Republic of Korea had transformed the 

country from being a net royalty payer to a net royalty earner. 

Within UPOV, we are currently exploring how we can facilitate this 

international dimension further. Recently we have started a project on a 

UPOV electronic application form. This will have particular benefits for 

breeders in making applications in other countries, by providing a central 

electronic entry system and, by being multi-lingual, helping to overcome 

language barriers. We anticipate that this system will increase the number of 

applications at the national and international level. For example, it would help 

breeders from the Republic of Moldova to make applications in other UPOV 

members. 

We are also exploring a concept to expand that first step into an international 

system of cooperation that would enable breeders to benefit from cooperation 

in examination by members of the Union, which is one of the other main 

advantages of UPOV membership. 

So, there are many elements of plant breeders' rights for which it is useful to 

raise awareness. At the same time, it is important for aII UPOV members to 

ensure that plant breeders' rights can be enforced by breeders. In the 

absence of confidence in the ability to enforce the breeder's right, breeders 

will not be encouraged to invest in breeding, or to introduce their varieties in a 

country. 

To be able to have an effective enforcement system it is important to have a 

clear legal basis and also to ensure that aII stakeholders, particularly farmers, 

understand that plant breeders' rights are for their benefit so that they will 

support plant breeders' rights and their enforcement. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, this wqrkshop has identified two fundamentafly' 

important issues and has succeeded in attracting an excellent array of 

speakers. I congratulate the Republic of Moldova for taking this initiative and 

am sure that this event will mean that the plant breeders' rights system in the 

Republic of Moldova will be even more effective when I return for my next 

visit. I am already looking forward to both of those developments. 

Thank you. 


